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ATCPDE and DDB Conduct ASEAN Webinars on PDE
he United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
T
(UNODC) emphasized in its research brief, “COVID
19 and the Drug Supply Chain: From Production and
Trafficking to Use,” that the current pandemic has
tremendous impact on drug use. The lockdown and other
strict protocols implemented by countries around the
world resulted to harmful patterns of drug use, especially
among people who inject drugs. The report also stated
that based on the experiences of the economic crisis of
2008, it is fair to assume that the economic downturn
may lead to reductions in drugrelated budgets among
Member States, and an overall increase in drug use, with
a shift towards cheaper drugs.
Considering this current context, it is imperative that the
ASEAN Member States (AMS) redesign how to deliver
prevention interventions to ensure that they are
responsive, and adaptive while remaining context
relevant.
Thus, the ASEAN Training Center for Preventive Drug
Education (ATCPDE), has facilitated a series of webinars
on Rethinking Preventive Drug Education (PDE) for the
New Normal: The ASEAN Experience.
The webinars provided a venue for sharing country
experiences in developing a PDE continuity plan; and
increased the knowledge of prevention managers and
practitioners in redesigning prevention programmes
amidst COVID19.
Official representatives from the ten (10) AMS who are
involved in drug prevention work participated in the said
free and closed webinars. Guidelines and protocols were
set by the organizers for the efficient facilitation of the
webinars.
ATCPDE Director Francis Grace H. DukaPante
presented an overview during the first webinar session.
Each AMS shared a 20minute presentation highlighting
the prevention initiatives that are being conducted amidst
COVID19. This was followed by a question and answer
part.
During the last day of the webinar, Mr. Mark Michael M.
Montehermoso from the Philippines discussed “Online
Platform Navigation, Online Trends, Youth’s Social Media
Habits and Behaviours, and Proper Use of Social Media
Platforms for PDE Advocacy.” DDB Permanent Member
Undersecretary Jose Marlowe S. Pedregosa graced the
closing ceremonies of the webinar series.
The webinars were held for six (6) consecutive
Wednesdays from 10:00 to 11:00 AM Philippine time,
from October 7 to November 11, 2020, via Microsoft
Teams.

Below is a summary of the webinar program and resource
persons:
Date
October 7,
2020

Resource Persons
Philippines
Dangerous Drugs Board
Assistant Secretary MARIA BELEN ANGELITA V. MATIBAG

October 14, Brunei Darussalam
Narcotics Control Bureau
2020
Narcotics Officer II HJH NURDINA HAJI MUHAMMAD ALI
Cambodia
National Authority for Combating Drugs
Deputy Secretary General Lt. Gen. THONG SOKUNTHEA
October 21, Indonesia
National Narcotics Board
2020
Education Head EVA FITRI YUANITA
Lao PDR
Lao National Commission for Drug Control & Supervision
Planning & Cooperation Division Officer XAIPHONE SISOUPHANE
October 28, Malaysia
National AntiDrugs Agency
2020
NUR ALISA BINTI ALIA’M
Myanmar
Ministry of Education
Drug Abuse Prevention Officer SU HTET ZAW
November
4, 2020

Singapore
Central Narcotics Bureau, Communications Division
Manager OH HUI QUAN
Senior Executive AUDREY CHUA
Thailand
Office of the Narcotics Control Board
Drug Prevention Director CHULEEPORN PISETKUL

November Viet Nam
Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs
11, 2020
Specialist TRAN THI NGOC HOAN
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the messages related to PDE activities.
The policy making and technical levels
have also been working on developing
IEC materials, and building the capacity
of core PDE providers. Textbooks on
drug education for teachers and for
students have also been developed.
3. Indonesia
The National Narcotics Board created a
usergenerated content platform that
targets young people. It is called Rumah
Edukasi Anti Narkoba (REAN). Besides
contributors' content, it also displays
antidrug books, articles, public service
video announcements, and posters.

Webinar participants from various AMS embrace the virtual platform
There is no doubt that all the AMS are
sustaining their prevention initiatives
through various modalities.
1. Brunei Darussalam
PDE has relied heavily on use of the
social media as an opportunity to reach
more people. Since March 2020, the
PDE campaign has been intensified
through Instagram #nodrugsatall and
Facebook #nodrugsatall.

2. Cambodia
Preventive Drug Education (PDE)
activities for students have been
integrated into online teaching. For the
general population, the mass media
such as television, radio and other social
networks increased their integration of
PDE into their activities and/or programs
to make sure that people remain
informed about drugs. The Government
Officers were also encouraged to use
their communication networks to spread

The #Hidup100percent or #100percent
lifestyle was also launched to encourage
the public, especially young people to be
conscious, healthy, productive and
happy.

Other prevention activities include the
Youth Chat Corner TV and the Kurapak
Kitani talk shows, motivational videos,
and radio and video talks.

4. Lao PDR
Authorities continue to strive to establish
drugfree families, villages, educational
institutions,
firms,
and
other
organizations. This initiative takes
different forms. A number of people of all
ethnicities have been mobilized to
participate in drug control and prevention
efforts. Each locality has actively paid
attention to the implementation of the
drugfree village development plan.
Drugfree villages cover 68% of the total
villages throughout the country while
drugfree schools cover 72% of the total
secondary schools.

continued on page 4
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7. Philippines

5. Malaysia
In light of the current situation, the National AntiDrugs Agency
(NADA) strengthened the utilization of the social media platform
to effectively cater and engage with clients and highrisk groups
through infographics and awareness videos, as well as virtual
programs, such as elearning, eexhibition, livestreaming and
online conferences. Integrated services were provided to clients
via WhatsApp and Facebook. Pocket books which contain tips
on how to stay calm and drugfree during the pandemic were
also provided to the public. Moreover, a 24hour helpline was
launched to cater to people who are seeking help and emotional
support due to substance issues.

The Dangerous Drugs Board (DDB) continues to develop and
adopt national prevention and control strategies through
consideration of the changes and challenges brought on by
the pandemic. It spearheaded an online program dubbed as
“Fact Talk,” consisting of a series of virtual discussions
anchored on the Philippine AntiIllegal Drugs Strategy
(PADS). Meanwhile, through the Department of Education
(DepEd), lessons on life skills and substance use prevention
have been integrated in the school curriculum and were
delivered through selflearning modules, television, radio, and
internetbased instructions. The DepEd has also launched a
10episode webinar series that provide relevant and
educational topics for the National Drug Education Program
(NDEP).

8. Singapore

6. Myanmar
Through the Department of Education, students were given
access to DBE LMS with zero data. Other initiatives include
Myanmar Digital Education Platform, Myanmar Education
Channel, and Homebased learning for continuous learning and
preventive drug education. The life skills school curriculum was
also included in these online platforms. Virtual activities, such as
the launching of the school quality assurance standards
framework and training of education officers, were also
conducted.
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The Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) adapted to the ‘new
normal’ and decided to use the virtual platform as the default
mode. Online tools were used to conduct PDE activities and
engagements, such as virtual PDE talks via Zoom or Google
meet. Interactive skits were brought to the classrooms via on
campus video streaming. Prerecorded videos of the skits
were also offered to schools as well, for those with network
connectivity issues. Meanwhile, Whatsapp/Telegram, e
newsletters and video conference technology were used to
reach out to advocates during COVID19.
In addition to the physical augmented reality exhibition, CNB
designed a brochure for members of the public to experience
the exhibition at their convenience after they have
downloaded the DrugFreeSG mobile app. The brochure was
made available for download from the CNB website since the
COVID19 period, serving as a useful online resource for
schools and parents to continue engaging their students and
children.

continued on page 6

Indonesia Hosts 1st Virtual ASOD Meeting

T

he National Narcotics Board of the
Republic of Indonesia hosted the
41st meeting of the ASEAN Senior
Officials on Drug Matters (ASOD) on
December 1, 2020. As the pandemic
continues to disrupt the conventional
way of engagement, this first ever virtual
ASOD meeting was made possible
through the Cisco Webex video
conferencing platform.
The Philippines was represented by
Usec. Earl P. Saavedra, CESE, the
Executive Director of the Dangerous
Drugs Board (DDB)
and Head of
Delegation; Dir. Wardley M. Getalla,
Director III, Plans and Operations
Service of the Philippine Drug
Enforcement Agency (PDEA), Dr. Jose
Bienvenido Leabres, Program Manager,
Dangerous Drug Abuse Prevention and
Treatment Program of the Department
of Health (DOH);
Ms. Teresita C.
Pineda (Chief, DDB’s Preventive
Education, Training and Information
Division), Ms. Rebecca F. Arambulo
(OICChief, DDB’s Policy Studies,
Research, and Statistics Division), and
Prof. Francis Grace H. DukaPante,
Director of the ASEAN Training Center
for
Preventive
Drug
Education
(ATCPDE).
The Microtel by Wyndham UP
Technohub served as the Philippine
Operations Center. In order to facilitate
the smooth conduct of the meeting, a
technical team was assigned per
ASEAN Member State (AMS) and a dry
run was conducted prior to the actual
meeting.

The Philippine ASOD representatives (LR): Ms. Pineda, Dir. Getalla, Usec
Saavedra, Dr. Leabres, Prof. DukaPante, and Ms. Arambulo
updates about the salient outcomes of
the 40th ASOD were presented. Other
pertinent issues were discussed such as
the MidTerm Review of the ASEAN
Work Plan on Securing Communities
Against Illicit Drugs 20162025 (ASEAN
Work Plan 20162025), Matters Related
to the United Nations Commission on
Narcotic Drugs (CND), Updates on the
ASEAN Cooperation Plan to Tackle Illicit
Drug Production and Trafficking in the
Golden Triangle
20202022,
and
Preparation
for
the
7th ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting on Drug Matters. For
the other matters, the ATCPDE was

given an opportunity to share the
highlights of the ASEAN 6episode
webinar on “Rethinking Preventive Drug
Education in the New Normal: The
ASEAN Experience” through an audio
visual presentation.
The ASOD meeting showcased how the
AMS are utilizing innovative ways to
pursue the antidrug agenda despite the
pandemic. The AMS are adopting safe
distancing and other robust health
protocols to minimize viral transmission,
and are channeling most prevention
efforts online.

Because the working group meetings,
consultations with dialogue partners,
and open sessions for external parties
were canceled this year, the oneday
event was limited to the plenary session.
It opened with the singing of the ASEAN
Hymn, introduction of the Head of
Delegations and a group photo. It was
followed by the transfer of chairmanship
from Cambodia to Indonesia, welcome
remarks, and adoption of agenda. Then
the AMS were each given 5 minutes to
share their efforts in combating illicit
drugs amidst the pandemic.
After the country reports, the ASEAN
Secretariat
shared
some
recent
developments in the region. After which,

The Philippine participants watch the presentations from AMS
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AADAC Philippines Hosts
First Virtual National Conference
The global health emergency poses a
real
threat
to
immobilize
the
organization’s advocacy. However, the
Association
of
AntiDrug
Abuse
Coalitions of the Philippines, Inc.
(AADAC Philippines) continues its
Coalition works by reaching out to its
coordinators and members through the
use of the virtual platform. Online
technical assistance was given to the
coalitions to capacitate its members and
come up with innovative approaches to
ensure continuous delivery of various
drug prevention interventions and
services in the community.
It was during this time that Coordinators
were able to conceptualize the National
Conference 3 (NatCon3), inspired by
CADCA's 1st virtual MidYear Training in
July 2020.

The
NatCon3,
with
the
theme,
“Community Coalitions under Changing
Situations,” aims to define coalition
works under the new normal. It aims to
train the coalitions to be adaptive and
resilient, to network and share best
practices among those who continue to
provide services and contribute to the
community task force in this time of
pandemic, and to collaborate and
support the National Government’s
initiative in the fight against illegal drugs
in terms of prevention and intervention
programs.
The 3day virtual Conference was held
on Nov 30 December 2, 2020,
highlighted by six (6) international
sessions for the youth and adult by
CADCA Trainers: Mr. David Shavel, Atty.
David Aguilar,
Nigel
Wrangham,
Rebekah Jin and Yvonne Stromann. The

Conference was also supported by the
National Agencies,
namely,
the
Dangerous Drugs Board (DDB), led by
Secretary
Catalino
Cuy;
Director
General Wilkins Villanueva of the
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency
(PDEA), Usec. Ricojudge Janvier
Echiverri of the Department of Interior
and Local Government (DILG), BGen
Bernard Banac of the Philippine National
Police
(PNP)
and
House
of

continued on page 7
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continued from page 4
9. Thailand

10. Viet Nam

During COVID19, awarenessraising needs to be continued
through creative approaches/channels to reach the target
groups successfully. It is mainly done through social media like
Line, Facebook, Twitter, and other websites, rather than on
ground channels. Promoting safe social media activities, like
Save Zone and No New Face (Youth Tubers), allow young
people to show their capacities and build their selfesteem.
Furthermore, these activities use famous Thai influencers who
attract a large number of young people to join the program.

Preventive Drug Education initiatives continue to focus on
information dissemination and provision of consultation services.
Coordination among ministries, and organizations in
implementing communication activities has been improved.
Organization of propaganda sessions on drug prevention has
also been sustained. Furthermore, there is a continued
mobilization of members of society to participate in building
drugfree commune, wards, and towns. These initiatives have
been carried out through television, radio, articles, newspaper
reports, documentary films and messages on mass media. For
2020, the theme for the Drug Prevention Action month was
“Promote Sense of Responsibility for COVID19 Prevention, Act
for a Drugfree Community.”

Indeed, this ASEAN webinar provided a platform for sharing
prevention practices and an opportunity for the AMS to learn
from each other.
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AADAC Philippines Hosts
First Virtual National Conference

AADAC’s International partners, Gen. Barrye Price, CADCA
CEO and Director Kelia Cummins of the INL US Embassy
Manila
Representatives
Congressman
of
Muntinlupa, Hon. Ruffy Biazon.
The 3rd day Kapihan session was joined
by representatives from the INL US
Embassy Manila Dir, Kelia Cummins,
Mr.
Eric
SiervoCADCA VP for
International Programs, Dr. Bien Leabres
of DOH, Dir. Ronald Ricardo of PDEA
PECIS, BGen.Ronald Oliver Lee of PNP,
Usec. RJ Echiverri of DILG and Usec.
Benjamin Reyes of the DDB.The
Kapihan aims to strengthen the AADAC
PHL’s collaboration and partnership with
the National and Local Agencies. This is
the venue where the latest policies and
programs of the national agencies are
being highlighted, in response to the
changing needs of the recovering
community. It also defines the role and
contribution of the Civil Society
Organizations in the government’s whole
of nation approach in the fight against
illegal drugs.
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ATCPDE Conducts ASEAN Conference on Global Prevention
Practices and Interventions

T

he ASEAN Training Center
for
Preventive
Drug
Education
(ATCPDE),
in
cooperation
with
the
Dangerous Drugs Board, and
with funding support from the
Department of Foreign Affairs,
conducted
the
ASEAN
Conference
on
Global
Prevention
Practices
and
Interventions on November
2729, 2019 at SEAMEO
Innotech, Quezon City.
The event was also co
sponsored by the Commission

on
Higher
Education,
Department of Education,
Department
of
Health,
Department of Social Welfare
and Development, Philippine
Information
Agency,
The
Colombo Plan Bureau and the
United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime Philippine
Office.
The conference aims to
disseminate
the
crucial
themes of the latest edition of
the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime and the
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World Health Organization
International Standards on
Drug Use Prevention as well
as to provide countries a
platform for sharing best
practices
in
prevention
interventions.
It
was
participated
in
by
130
delegates from the academe,
government
and
non
government
organizations,
and antidrug groups. Majority
of
the
participants
are
prevention
workers
and
advocates in the school and
community settings.

continued on page 9
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Highlights of the Conference:
Day 1, Nov 27, 2019

Opening Ceremonies
The University of the Philippines
College of Education Dean and
ATCPDE Consultant, Dr. Jerome T.
Buenviaje gave the welcome
remarks. He expressed appreciation
for the support of key partners in the
conduct of the conference. He also
thanked and warmly welcomed the
participants who have responded to
the invitation and have shown their
commitment to drug demand
reduction. With great pride, he also
shared the efforts being undertaken
by the UP College of Education and
the ATCPDE in the campaign
against drugs.

Ms. Teresita C. Pineda, Chief of the Preventive
Education, Training and Information Division of the
Dangerous Drugs Board, introduced the Keynote
Speaker. The Keynote Message was given by
Undersecretary Earl P. Saavedra, Executive Director
of the Dangerous Drugs Board, who commended the
efforts of the Center in disseminating information on
preventive drug education, not only to the
Philippines, but also to our fellow ASEAN Member
States. He emphasized that preventive drug
education is a crucial part of the Philippine Anti
Illegal Drugs Strategy noting that demand reduction
is equally important with supply reduction initiatives.
He also added that investing on drug prevention is a
key factor in winning the battle against drugs and
capacitating prevention workers is an important
aspect of our strategies toward a drugfree ASEAN.
continued on page 10
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Presentation 1
SUBSTANCE USE PREVENTION POLICIES AND
PROGRAMS IN THE ASEAN
The ATCPDE Director, Prof. Francis Grace H. DukaPante
presented the Center’s baseline survey on Substance Use
Prevention Policies and Programs in the ASEAN. She
started by sharing the ATCPDE’s history, vision, and
mission. Then she proceeded by noting that the inspiration
for the research is the 1.2 billion young people who can be
saved from the threats of substance use and can be
motivated to be partners for change. She also explained
the substance use interventions were categorized into
prevention policies and programs. Moreover, she
presented an overview of the ASEAN situation in terms of
tobacco, alcohol, and drug use.
In terms of the research methodology, Prof. DukaPante
mentioned that survey questionnaire, desk review,
thematic analysis, key informant interview, and respondent
validation were used.
The pertinent findings of the study include:
(1) The ASEAN Member States (AMS) have good policies
on substance use prevention and control but the great
challenge is how to strictly and consistently enforce these
policies.
(2) A supportive environment for preventive drug education
is ubiquitously present in the ASEAN region. However,
there are still gaps that must be filled in terms of policies
that adopt or are aligned with the international standards
on drug use prevention.
(3) Prevention initiatives vary across the AMS but they are
highly influenced by culture and religion. Thus, it would be
valuable to integrate prevention initiatives in the context of
culture, religion and Asian values.
(4) Preventive drug education concepts have been
integrated into the curricula of all countries. In general,
drug education is included in the primary, secondary and
tertiary education.
(5) There is a high level of antidrug advocacy among AMS
utilizing both traditional and social media.
(6) All AMS utilized the various educational platforms
(formal, informal, and nonformal systems) in delivering
important preventive drug education concepts to the
public, especially to young people.

Prof. DukaPante provides an overview of drug
prevention interventions in the ASEAN
(7) Life skills education emerges as the common
strategy utilized among the AMS.
(8) Majority of the AMS are trying to adopt the basic
concepts of the international standards by providing
prevention interventions across settings, developmental
stages, and target populations.
For the ways forward, Prof. DukaPante shared the
following:
• Capacity building, monitoring and evaluation, and
research in preventive drug education among AMS
should be strengthened.
• AMS should establish a mechanism for building
evidence of effectiveness of these prevention practices.
• Building the capacity of prevention coordinators and
workers to effectively implement interventions should be
sustained.
• The possibility of developing an ASEAN standards for
drug use prevention that consider religion, and regional
culture should be explored.
She ended with the following quote from James Cash
Penney: “The best teamwork comes from people who
are working independently toward one goal in unison.”
continued on page 11
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Presentation 2
ASEAN
IEC
MATERIALS
IN
PREVENTIVE DRUG EDUCATION
Dr.
Marie
Grace A.
Gomez
presented the initial findings of the
ATCPDE’s Inventory of Preventive
Drug Education (PDE) Information
Education and Communication (IEC)
Materials in the ASEAN.
She discussed the study’s rationale,
methodology and initial findings. She
also explained that its aim is to
develop IEC materials that are
culturally relevant and accessible to
all ASEAN Member States.
Among the existing IEC materials in
AMS are pamphlets, brochures,
posters, booklets, books, videos,
billboards, digitized media, and
collaterals such as pens, fans, caps,
shirts, pins, CDs, and bags.

Presentation 3
BRUNEI’S BEST PRACTICES
Mr. Haji Zainidi Bin Haji Abdul
Hamid@Amit
discussed
how
preventive drug education is being
conducted in Brunei Darussalam. He
shared that their main prevention
approach is to disseminate effective
drug education on the dangers of
drugs to all level of communities in
relation to social development and
modern trends. The Narcotics
Control
Bureau
(NCB)
PDE
introduced an online booking system
through
the
website:
www.pde.narcotics.gov.bn.
This
system helps ensure efficiency and
satisfaction in performing antidrug
information dissemination.
Moreover,
for
schoolbased
intervention, NCB has partnered with
the Ministry of Education in
implementing “Cluster Program” for
year 5 and 9 students. Also, the
PEWIRA program is a new way of

These IEC materials usually target
the general public, youth and
students, parent groups, faithbased
organizations, and the transport
groups. They can be commonly
seen and are distributed in the
airport,
convenience
stores,
restaurants, government offices,
schools, public places, and public
transportation.
Among its major strengths are the
use of the local message, having a
clear message, use of quality
material, being visible and culturally
relevant,
being
integrated
in
community and religious events, and
having a wide reach. Meanwhile,
among its limitations are lack of
funds, irregular production, limited
dissemination, poor quality and
being textheavy. Thus, it is highly
recommended that development of
IEC materials must be needsbased
and should undergo interagency
consultation.
delivering information about the
effects and dangers of drug abuse to
highrisk
students
especially
secondary school students. The
program contains activities that
provide
motivation,
skills
in
addressing social and community
issues as well as components of
expertise in decision making.
Furthermore,
lectures,
talks,
exhibitions in schools and visits to
PDE Gallery are also being held.
NCB has also implemented a
mandatory program to educate
students as an important part of
induction to higher education
institutions.
The workplace program is done
in collaboration with the relevant
agencies to curb issues of drugs
among employees in the workplace.
Similarly,
communitybased
interventions are conducted through
antidrug programs, exhibitions,
roadshows, interactive games and
competitions
for
the
public.
Interestingly, faithbased programs

Dr. Marie Grace Gomez shares the
common features of PDE IEC in the
region

Mr. Haji Zainidi Bin Haji Abdul
Hamid@Amit
Narcotics Control Bureau

are also in place where moral/
spiritual tenets of the Islamic faith
are being taught. The NCB, in
collaboration with the Islamic
Studies Department Ministry of
Religious Affairs, published a
religious book for Year 6 students of
religious schools all over Brunei.
Other prevention initiatives
being undertaken in Brunei include
conducting
antidrug
video
competition, establishing a youth
chat corner, utilizing radio and
television networks, and expanding
partnership programs.
continued on page 12
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Presentation 4

as well as dealing with all drug
related consequences.

CAMBODIA’S BEST PRACTICES
Pol. Gen. Thong Sokunthea from the
NACD
discussed
Cambodia’s
Sustainable
Preventive
Drug
Education (PDE). He shared that
PDE is the most prioritized strategy
in countering drugrelated problems
and interventions were developed
based on programs and activities
needed.
He
added
that
in
Cambodia, a number of programs
and wide range of activities, direct
and indirect, were developed and
carried out. Moreover, shared
responsibility
was
encouraged
among all relevant ministries/
agencies;
and
various
non
government
and
private
organizations including religious
groups have been mobilized to
provide PDE.
The antidrug campaign and new
initiatives are characterized by the
following:
There is collective effort to counter
drug production, trafficking and use

PDE has been prioritized as the first
strategy, and specific target groups
were identified and used to develop
programs and activities.
Ministries/agencies
were
also
identified to take responsibility for a
specific target group, and develop
specific program for PDE.
To illustrate this, a schoolbased
PDE has been implemented by
establishing mechanisms in place. A
Steering Committee was organized
and was led by the Minister. The
Department of Health Education led
and coordinated the implementation.
An action plan was developed and
PDE has been integrated into the
health
education
plan.
Most
importantly, budget was allocated
through the national budget and
partner NGOs/INGOs' support.
Based on Cambodian experience,
setting a clear target group and
ensuring clear role and responsibility
allocation can lead to the following
Presentation 5
INDONESIA’S BEST PRACTICES
Mr.
Supratman
delivered
the
presentation in Bahasa Indonesia
while Ms. Eva Fitri Yuanita did the
English translation. He shared the
various prevention initiatives of BNN
which is summarized below:

Mr. Supratman
Director of Advocacy
Badan Narkotika Nasional
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Pol. Gen. Thong Sokunthea
Deputy Secretary General
The National Authority for Combating
Drugs (NACD)

positive outcomes:
• Vulnerable people are covered.
•
Ministry/Agency
takes
full
responsibility.
• It is easy to mobilize human/
technical/financial resources.
• Program is sustained in all
circumstances.
He also explained that every drug
abuse prevention program that is
designed requires an intervention
strategy in its implementation to
ensure that the program reach the
right target population. Synergy
among the various stakeholders in
delivering prevention interventions is
also crucial. The National Narcotics
Board compiled a narcotics abuse
prevention model with a “community
immune”
approach
which
emphasizes adherence to the
UNODC International Prevention
Standards.
Moreover,
there
is
massive
promotion of drug prevention
through advocacy and digital
platform.
In
schools,
the
development of selfresilience is a
core component of PDE.
continued on page 13

continued from page 12

ATCPDE Conducts ASEAN Conference on Global Prevention
Practices and Interventions
Interestingly, an Antidrug Scale
(ADS) was developed to measure
an individual’s selfresilience using
three dimensions: assertiveness,
selfregulation, and reaching out.
Based on this scale, it was
concluded that Indonesian youth
have high selfresilience in general.

• Initial chemical control program 
drug testing and analysis
• International Cooperation Program
• Improving the program of the
Central Committee for Drug Control
•
Program Improvement
and
Program Organizing Committee for
Central and Local Drug Control
He also discussed that part of the
educational component is a media
campaign for people to resist drugs
as well as utilizing arts, literature,
and sports as alternatives for drug
use.
As of the moment, there are 5,781
drugfree villages nationwide. The
Lao
government
is
also
aggressively campaigning for drug
free schools.

Mr. Souvankhen Sybounheuang
Deputy Director, Drug Information Division
Lao National Commission for Drug
Control and Supervision

Presentation 6
LAO PDR'S BEST PRACTICES
Mr. Souvankhen Sybounheuang
shared Lao PDR’s Master Plan for
Control, Prevention and Resistance
to Drugs (2016  2020) with the
following components:
• Program for establishing and
revising drugrelated legislation
•
Information
Collection
and
Analysis Program
• Education programs and programs
to disseminate laws and the harmful
effects of drugs
• Drug and vocational rehabilitation
programs
• An alternative program for opium
cultivation and opium smuggling
• Legal action program

Highlights of the
Conference:
Day 2, Nov 28,
2019
Presentation 7
MALAYSIA'S BEST PRACTICES
Mr. Nazir Bin Mohahmad shared
Malaysia’s Drug Policy with its five
policy thrusts: (1) Preventive
Education; (2) Treatment and
Rehabilitation; (3) Enforcement; (4)
Harm
Reduction;
and
(5)
International
Cooperation.
According to him, Malaysia is
implementing
a
threepronged
prevention
strategy:
focused
prevention programs, antidrugs
volunteerism,
and
public
awareness. This strategy targets
family members, preschool children,
primary and secondary school
students, university students, youth,
employers and employees, and the
community in general.

Mr. Nazir Bin Mohahmad
Malacca State Director
National AntiDrugs Agency

In 2018, four major prevention
interventions were implemented:
•
Family on Alert focuses on
families living in highrisk areas and
those who are from atrisk families
in order to develop their skills in
handling drugrelated problems
•
Shields focuses on highrisk
secondary school students in order
to educate them about the danger of
drug use and its ill effects on the
individual, family, society and the
nation.
• Tekad focuses on employees from
the government sector, private
sector and agronomy sector who are
trained on the 7 Steps Drug Free
Workplace Module
• Community Empowerment aims to
increase the awareness of the
community about drug use and also
to give them adequate skills in
carrying out preventive education
programs on their own

continued on page 14
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Below is a summary of the comprehensive
antidrug
program
that
NADA is
implementing:

The Educating Students and Youths
sector is very active in delivering
prevention initiatives such as the
integration of prevention education
into the life skills school curriculum;
training of trainers and echo training
on
the
Universal
Prevention
Curriculum (UPC); drug abuse and
illicit trafficking education talks in
classroom and school levels; and
the conduct of essay, poem,
cartoon, painting, slogan and poster
competitions. Moreover, it also
issued and implemented “positive
discipline guidelines” for teachers;
implemented “Student Participation
Initiative”
activities
in
basic
education
schools;
organized
schoollevel Drug Abuse Prevention
Education
Committee;
and
implemented the “no selling of drugs
and tobacco within 100 yards from
school compound” policy.

• “Youth and Drugs” public talks
• celebration of the Drug and
Alcohol Fact Week in Yangon and
Mandalay region
• organization of youth forum in
partnership with celebrities
• display of “Smoking Free” and
“Drug Free” signboards

Other activities of the Educating
Students and Youths sector include:
• educating outofschool students
about dangers of drugs through
nonformal primary education
• paying regular visit to the Drug
Elimination Museum
Mrs. Su Htet Zaw
Deputy Planning Officer
National Substance Use Prevention
Specialist, Ministry of Education

Presentation 8
MYANMAR'S BEST PRACTICES
Mrs. Su Htet Zaw discussed that
drug elimination is a national priority
in her country. She shared that the
Central Committee for Drug Abuse
Control (CCDAC) was formed in
1976
to
supervise
antidrug
initiatives. The CCDAC has five
main sectors: (1) demand reduction;
(2) alternative development; (3)
reduction of usage and harm
reduction;
(4)
international
cooperation; and (5) compliance with
human rights.

• participation in school calendar
activities

Ms. Teresita C. Pineda
Chief, Preventive Education, Training
and Information Division
Dangerous Drugs Board

Presentation 9
PHILIPPINES' BEST PRACTICES

• participation in educative talks
and exhibitions on commemorative
days such as the “International Day
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking” on 26th June, “World No
Tobacco Day” on 31st May and
“World AIDS Day” on 1st December
• assignment of majority of schools
as “Smoking Free” and “Drug Free”
school or university
• distribution of drug abuse
information sheets and pamphlets
• knowledgesharing programs
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Ms. Teresita S. Pineda highlighted in
her presentation the Philippine Anti
Illegal Drugs Strategy (PADS) as the
basis for all the antidrug programs
of the country.
Ms. Pineda explained that the legal
bases
of
communitybased
prevention efforts are R.A. 9165
Article IV Section 41; DDB
Regulation No. 3 Series of 2017;
and the Joint Memorandum Circular
No. 1 Series of 2018 of the DDB
and DILG on the Barangay Anti
Drug Abuse Councils (BADACs)
Functionality Indicators.
continued on page 15
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To showcase the Philippines’ best
practice
on
communitybased
prevention
intervention,
she
comprehensively discussed the
functionality and effectiveness of
Local AntiDrug Abuse Councils.
She identified the following 10
steps, with their corresponding
points to make BADACs truly
functional:
Step 1 Creation/reorganization of
BADAC (10 points)

In addition, Ms. Pineda shared other
communitybased
prevention
interventions such as the Integration
of the Drug Abuse Prevention
Concepts in Primary Health Care
Program; establishment of Special
Drug Education Centers (SDECs);
and
Drug Abuse
Prevention
Programs for the Senior Citizens,
Transport
Groups,
Security
Personnel,
and
Faithbased
Organizations.
Presentation 10

Step 2 Establishment of Barangay
Rehabilitation Referral Desk with
designated desk officer (5 points)

SINGAPORE'S BEST PRACTICES

Education through an approach that
aims to (1) engage parents and
educators;
(2)
conduct
supplementary PDE programs; (3)
contextualize the harms of drugs; (4)
maintain public awareness and
vigilance;
(5)
engage
the
communities
and
personsof
influence;
and
(6)
inculcate
appreciation of Singapore’s safe
environment. This approach is
implemented
through
moral
character and social skills, social
conditioning, and inoculation.
Moreover, the PDE and engagement
strategy
employs
the
3 As:
Advocacy, Awareness, and Adoption.

Step 3
Organization of house
clusters with designated cluster
leader (5 points)

In order to build a resilient
community against drug abuse, the
following are being observed:

Step 4 Organization of BADAC
Auxiliary Team (BAT) (5 points)

1. Continued emphasis on schools
and various youth touchpoints to
develop a strong foundation of PDE
to enhance youths’ perceptiveness

Step 5 BADAC Plan of Action (10
points)
Step 6
points)

2. Cocreation of contents with IHL
students through their course
curriculum

Allocation of Fund (15

3. Development of strong peer
advocacy networks within IHLs

Step 7 Implementation of Drug
Abuse
Prevention
Advocacy
Campaigns (15 points)

Similarly, the following are included
in the schoolbased prevention
program:

Step 8 Implementation of Drug
Clearing Operation (15 points)
Step 9 Conduct of Community
based Interventions for Persons who
use Drugs (PWUDS) (15 points)
Step 10
Conduct
Meetings (5 points)

of

Monthly

The level of functionality is
determined by getting the total
points and using the following
interpretation:
50 points and below (basic)  Poor
5184
points
(progressive)

Moderate
85100 points (ideal)  Excellent

Ms. Low Wan Er
Senior Executive
Community Partnership Unit
Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB)

Ms. Low Wan Er presented
Singapore’s
antidrug
outreach
initiatives. She shared the country’s
changing landscape of drug use as
well as its drug control approach.
According to her, the increasing
number of new youth drug abusers
is a worrying trend. Thus, the
country, through the CNB, is
strengthening its Preventive Drug

• Drug buster academy
• AntiDrug Ambassador Activity
(AAA) booklet
• DrugFreeSG – Augmented Reality
exhibition
• Roadshows and PDE talks
• PDE message cards and toolkits
for parents and educators
• Virtual Reality simulation  Paranoia
• Augmented Reality mobile game –
Seal No To Drugs
• Analogue card game – RESIST
• Ambient marketing campaign
• Youth AntiDrug Advocate (ADA)
Program
continued on page 16
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Ms.
Er
also
shared
about
Singapore’s mediabased antidrug
campaign, particularly the antidrug
infographics,
social
media
campaign, PDE videos, collaboration
with mainstream media, drugfreeSG
lightup
event,
danceworks!,
community roadshow, and the
GURD Club.

developed
as
a
community
facilitator project. The community
facilitator is a person who tries to
motivate communities to work for
themselves to solve their problems.
S/he organizes and conducts
meetings, and training sessions
utilizing the participatory learning
process.

Presentation 11

Meanwhile, the Queen’s Fund
Project aims to be the seed money
for antidrug villages/communities’
activities. This asset becomes a
symbol of unity, reconciliation and
selfreliance among the community
people in solving various problems,
especially the drug problem.

THAILAND'S BEST PRACTICES

For community empowerment, the
following nine steps were identified
to achieve a drugfree community:

Ms. Supodjanee Chutidamrong
Bureau Director
Office of Narcotics Control Board

Ms.
Supodjanee
Chutidamrong
comprehensively
discussed
Thailand’s
best
practices
on
communitybased
prevention
intervention. According to her, the
Thai government utilized three
mechanisms to implement this: (1)
Area Function Participation (AFP);
(2) Queen’s Fund Project; and (3)
Community Empowerment.
The AFP was implemented by the
ONCB in 1997 as a pilot project
throughout the country to strengthen
a mechanism for working with the
community. This project was later

2. Noi Hoi, Chiang Mai
The village public health volunteers
collaboratively developed various
forms of prevention work such as
drug surveillance, family center,
family visit, and vocational training.
3. Chai Udom, Sukhothai
The community established a life
school for children aged 6 to 17
years in order to teach them
necessary life skills from maintaining
good nutrition, growing vegetables,
feeding chickens and fish to being
able to cook their own meals.
Presentation 12
VIET NAM'S BEST PRACTICES

1. Community investigation
2.
Community
meeting
with
community leaders
3. Announcement of village agenda
for a drugfree community
4. Providing knowledge about drugs
5. Screening people who have
drugrelated behaviors
6. Drug Immunization in various
groups
7. Household certification
8. Use of social intervention
measure
9.
Maintaining
the
drugfree
community status and monitoring
the situation.
Best practices in the following
communities were documented:
1. Lai Kham, Chiang Mai
The
community
used
their
knowledge of arts and culture to
persuade children to do positive
activities together instead of visiting
the entertainment complex. They
also encouraged the children to
accompany the elders to the temple
to pray to Buddha, meditate, and
practice the northern drums called
Sabatchai drum.
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Ms. Nguyen Minh Phuong
Department for Social Vices Prevention
Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social
Affairs

Ms. Nguyen Minh Phuong shared
the legal provisions on drug
addiction interventions in Viet Nam.
The law on drug prevention
regulates agencies responsible for
propaganda about drug prevention.
Among
the
communitybased
prevention
initiatives
are
the
continued on page 17
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information
and
propaganda
activities,
movements,
public
communication sessions during the
start of the school year for students;
celebration of the International Day
on Drug Prevention and Control;
conduct of performing arts; and
developing antidrug slogans in the
community.
The country has also established
counseling, care and support points
for addiction treatment in the
community.
Presentation 13
BHUTAN'S BEST PRACTICES

Presentation 14

A. Standard of Living
B. Health
C. Education

KENYA’S WORKPLACEBASED
PREVENTION INTERVENTION

II. Conservation of the Environment
A. Ecological Literacy
III. Preservation and Promotion of
Culture
A. Time Use
B. Psychological Wellbeing
C. Community Vitality
D. Cultural Diversity
IV. Good Governance
A. Performance of the Government
For prevention interventions and
practices, Ms. Gurung discussed
the following inverted pyramid
model:

Dr. Elizabeth Njani
NACADAKenya

She explained the following four
pillars and nine domains of the GNH:

Dr. Elizabeth Njani shared her
research findings on a workplace
based intervention that she has
conducted
in
Kenya
Wildlife
Services (KWS). The title of her
research is “Effectiveness of
Screening, Brief Intervention, and
Referral to Treatment (SBIRT)
Approach in Organizationbased
Mitigation of Alcohol Abuse.” She
explained that SBIRT is an
evidencebased practice that was
developed for use in the primary
health care. It is used to identify,
reduce and prevent problematic
use, abuse and dependence of
alcohol (Quanbeck et al., 2010). It
has also been used in settings other
than primary health care such as in
schools, among prisoners, and
workplaces. It is used as a package
with its three components.

I. Sustainable and Equitable Socio
Economic Development

The findings revealed that SBIRT
was effective across different

Ms. Naina Kala Gurung
Ministry of Education

Ms. Naina Kala Gurung dicussed the
concept
of
Gross
National
Happiness (GNH) as Bhutan’s
developmental policy and as a
compass towards a just and
harmonious society.

She also explained that one of the
objectives of educating for GNH is
to help people, particularly young
people, to avoid or delay the
initiation of harmful substances, or if
they have started already, to
prevent that they develop disorders.

continued on page 18
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populations based on gender, age
and education. The effect size value
for midline (d=0.518) and endline
(d=0.977)
suggested
a
large
practical significance for alcohol
abuse. This indicated that SBIRT
was effective in management of
alcohol abuse in the workplace.

The DAP
activities:

• The organization should adopt
evidencebased
workplace ADA
prevention strategies targeting new
employees and those who are not
yet initiated into alcohol use.
• The policy makers should adopt
the approach which is evidence
based for mitigating alcohol abuse in
the workplace.
• The KWS should employ wellness
staff with higher levels of training in
addiction
counseling
and
management.

three

(1) curriculum development;
training; and (3) credentialing.

key
(2)

DAP’s initiatives ensure a holistic
approach to conquering drug abuse
by:

Among the recommendations are:
• The KWS management should
review their current antidrug abuse
(ADA) policy to include prevention
strategies in the workplace that
would
provide
strategies
for
prevention,
early
identification,
treatment and referral for specialized
treatment.

conducts

Dr. Josephine Choong Lean Keow
Drug Advisory Programme
The Colombo Plan Secretariat

Presentation 15
COLOMBO PLAN UPDATES
Dr. Josephine Choong Lean Keow
provided important updates from
the Colombo Plan. She emphasized
that the Universal Prevention
Curriculum (UPC) is the future of
prevention programming in the
ASEAN. She reminded everyone
that the Drug Advisory Programme
(DAP) was established in 1973 by
the Colombo Plan Secretariat as
one of its permanent programmes
to address the growing problem on
drugs in the AsiaPacific region.

• Developing effective prevention
programs
• Engaging youth participation in
drug demand reduction
• Improving access to treatment and
rehabilitation
• Providing treatment services for
children
• Rendering expert advisory service
• Training for the drug demand and
supply reduction workforce
Dr. Choong also explained that 21st
century prevention programming is
now mainly based on Prevention
Science. She noted that the
International Standards on Drug Use
Prevention provide a summary of the
Science underlying evidencebased
prevention interventions and policies
as well as information about
registries for the selection of
appropriate
evidencebased
interventions (EBIs).
Dr. Choong summarized the UPC for
Coordinators and Implementers
using the diagram below:

After the presentations from Lao PDR,
Malaysia, Myanmar, and the Philippines, the
resource persons entertained several questions
from the participants.
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Interestingly, she shared that
prevention programming should be
international, multidisciplinary, and
involves a transdisciplinary team.
For the ways forward, she envisions
ATCPDE as a prevention hub for
the ASEAN.

Highlights of the
Conference:
Day 3, Nov 29,
2019
Presentation 16
UPC CRITICAL THEMES
Dr. Maria Corazon C. Dumlao, Chief
of the Department of Education’s
School Health Division and a Global
Master Trainer on the Universal
Prevention
Curriculum
(UPC)
delivered a presentation explaining
the following 11 critical themes of
the UPC:
• Substance Use Definition
• Developmental Nature of
Substance Use

• Critical Theories for Prevention
• Etiology Model
• Environment for Prevention
• Socialization
• Science of Prevention
• Evidenced Based Prevention
Interventions and Practices
• Trained Prevention Professionals
• Professional Competencies and
skills
• Professional Ethics
Presentation 17
UNODC UPDATES AND THE
STRONG FAMILIES PROGRAM
Mr. Olivier Lermet, Senior Drugs
Officer of the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
–Philippine Office discussed in
depth the pertinent information in
the UNODCWHO Second Updated
Edition
of
the
International
Standards on Drug Use Prevention.
According to him, more than 100
experts
from
47
countries
collaborated to come up with these
prevention
standards.
These
experts noted that there are many
interventions and policies that are
effective and costefficient in

preventing substance use, including
drug
use
and
other
risky
behaviours. However, it is also
worthnoting that there are many
limits to the available evidence that
involve girls and women; and low
and middleincome countries. These
are also mostly efficacy studies and
publication bias remains an issue.
Moreover, Mr. Lermet discussed the
Strong Families as an effective
family skills prevention program. He
explained that this program aims to
strengthen family protective factors
such as communication, trust,
problemsolving skills and conflict
resolution that are relevant to their
culture. It includes opportunities for
parents and children to spend
positive time together, as ways to
strengthen
the
bonding
and
attachment between the two. It
focuses on relationships, behaviour
change, and practice.
Closing Ceremonies
The Conference concluded with the
closing program which started with
a doxology and singing of the
national anthem and the ASEAN
Hymn. Usec. Earl P. Saavedra gave
the
closing
remarks.
He
congratulated everyone for the
successful
conference.
The
conference highlight is the turnover
to Usec. Saavedra of the resolutions
signed by the representatives of the
ASEAN Member States. The
document reads:
As an outcome of the Workshop on
UPC Critical Themes, the following
resolutions were made:
1. ATCPDE will continue to host the
ASEAN Conference to enable
prevention practitioners to be
updated on the advances in
prevention science as well as
enable the sharing of evidence
based practices in PDE.
continued on page 20
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2. ATCPDE will play a catalytic role
in promoting and integrating the
UPC Critical Themes in all future
PDE programs
3. ATCPDE will collaborate with
implementing
partners
and
international
organizations
to
advocate and implement PDE
programs aligned with current trends
in prevention programming.

4. Capacitybuilding and training of
the prevention workforce in ASEAN
member states is key to ensure the
quality of PDE programs and
delivery of services to their
beneficiaries.
5. PDE strategies should respect the
individual’s dignity and adhere to
human rights in accordance with the
United
Nations
International
Standards on Drug Use Prevention.

6. Prevention should begin early and
continue
throughout
the
development of the individual from
infancy to adulthood in the family,
school, workplace and community.
Signed and adopted by all
representatives of ASEAN member
states at the ASEAN Conference on
Global Prevention Practices and
Interventions in Quezon City,
Philippines dated 29 November
2019.

ATCPDE Director Cotrains UPC National Trainers
in Latin America

Prof. Pante discusses the principles of environmentalbased prevention
Andreas Hein.
Prevention
Interventions
and
rof. Francis Grace H. Duka
CommunityBased
Prevention
Pante, ATCPDE Director, was
Prof. DukaPante cotrained with Mr.
Implementation System.
invited to be part of the Training
Arthur Correa from the University of
Team which disseminated the
Miami from November 1822, 2019
The Colombo Plan Drug Advisory
Universal Prevention Curriculum
in Cartagena, Colombia. A total of
Programme (DAP), with funding
(UPC)
among
prevention
17 UPC National Trainers from 6
support from the Bureau for
coordinators,
managers,
and
countries
(Mexico,
Guatemala,
International Narcotics and Law
pactitioners in Latin America.
Panama, Paraguay, Colombia, and
Enforcement Affairs, US Department
Peru) took part in the training. This
of
State
is
facilitating
the
The invitation was extended by the
is the last training cycle for UPC in
dissemination of the UPC globally. It
Executive Secretariat of the Inter
Latin America.
aims to build a global core of
American Drug Abuse Control
prevention professionals who are
Commission (ESCICAD), through
The training focused on two crucial
knowledgeable and skilled on
Ms. Andrea Escobar, and the
curricula in the UPC Coordinators’
evidencebased
prevention
Colombo
Plan
Drug Advisory
Series:
Environmentalbased
interventions.
Program Latin America, through Mr.

P
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ATCPDE Commemorates 40th Anniversary

A

side from hosting an ASEAN
conference, the ASEAN Training
Center
for
Preventive
Drug
Education
marked
its
40th
anniversary through an exhibit that
was displayed at the Pearl Hall,
SEAMEOInnotech from November
2729, 2019.

The Information, Education, and Communication (IEC) materials in Preventive
Drug Education among the 10 ASEAN Member States that were collected by
the Center were also displayed.

The exhibit showcased the Center’s
4decade accomplishments in the
following areas: (1) conferences and
trainings conducted; (2) technical
assistance; and (3) research and
resource development.
With
the
theme,
“Prevention
Milestones in the ASEAN Region,”
the Center’s historical highlights
were divided into:
19791989 Laying the Foundation
for Drug Prevention
19901999 Building an International
Reputation in Drug
Prevention
20002009 Expanding Modalities
and Networks for Drug
Prevention
20102019 Sustaining the Gains in
Prevention Work
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DDB Vows to Support the Implementation of National Drug
Summit's Recommendations
seen how drug peddlers create
ways to evade authorities, and
we cannot just let this happen. I
guarantee the full support of the
Board to address this issue, and
we will continue to uphold the
amendments as this could
improve
our
approach
on
handling drugrelated cases.”
Based on the recommendations,
the DDB will prioritize the review
and
amendment
of
Board
Regulation No. 2, Series of 2002,
or the Conduct of Controlled
Delivery Operations, to better
respond to the operational needs
of the law enforcement.

Sec. Catalino S. Uy
DDB Chairman

T

he Dangerous Drugs Board,
in partnership with the
Supreme Court and Philippine
Judicial Academy
convened
representatives of the executive,
legislative and the judiciary for a
National Summit on Dangerous
Drugs
Law
last Thursday,
October 3, 2019 at the Manila
Hotel.
A manifesto was signed by
relevant stakeholders to signify
their support in the execution of
recommendations to address the
concerns in the implementation
of
RA
9165,
or
the
Comprehensive
Dangerous
Drugs Act of 2002.
Dangerous
Drugs
Board
Chairman (Secretary) Catalino
Cuy, pledged to support the
recommendations to reevaluate
the efficiency of the law,
explaining that “RA 9165 was
crafted decades ago. We have

Moreover, the DDB shall also
consolidate and update existing
policies,
regulations
and
procedures in handling drug
users
or
dependents
who
voluntarily surrender to the
authorities, and to further study
plea bargaining in cases not
stated in the administrative
circular,
and
submit
its
recommendation to the Supreme
Court.
Other agencies also committed
to
the
implementation
of
recommendations in line with
their respective mandates.
The Department of the Interior
and Local Government, in
coordination with the Department
of Health and Dangerous Drugs
Board, was advised to mandate
all local government AntiDrug
Abuse Councils (ADACs) to
provide both screening and drug
dependency
examinations
subsumed under their primary
health care programs.
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Local government units were
also recommended to activate
their
own AntiDrug Abuse
Offices,
determine
the
appropriate budgetary allocation
to implement drug prevention
programs,
and
to
have
corresponding
plantilla
of
personnel positions to operate
the ADACs.
The summit also underscored
Executive Order No. 66, series of
2018, which institutionalized the
Philippine AntiIllegal
Drugs
Strategy. All relevant government
agencies
involved
in
the
implementation, administration,
and enforcement of RA 9165
must operate under a “wholeof
government approach” in addressing the
country’s drug problem.
The recommendations presented
were the product of workshops
and conferences attended by
stakeholders from the three
branches
of
government:
executive, legislative and the
judiciary.
These workshops are part of the
efforts of the Dangerous Drugs
Board to strengthen antidrug
operations, prosecution, and
judicial mechanisms.
The DDB, in partnership with the
Philippine
Judicial Academy,
gathers members of the criminal
justice system every quarter to
discuss issues on the dangerous
drugs law. Last October 2019,
the Seminar Workshop on
Dangerous Drugs Law for
Judges, Prosecutors and Law
Enforcers of the Ninth Region
was conducted in Zamboanga
City.

Philippines Holds National Summit on Dangerous Drugs Law
October 3, 2019, Manila Hotel

Hon. Lucas P. Bersamin, Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of the Philippines, delivers the Keynote Message

Secretary Catalino S. Cuy, Chairman of the Dangerous
Drugs Board, gives a message during the National
Summit on Dangerous Drugs Law last October 3, 2019 at
the Manila Hotel

Secretary Menardo I. Guevarra of the Department
of Justice serves as the Guest Speaker

Hon. Mario V. Lopez, Associate Justice of the Court
of Appeals and Convenor of the National Summit on
Dangerous Drugs Law presents to the body the
recommendations to address the concerns in the
implementation of R.A. 9165

Participants of the oneday
summit composed of
representatives from the
executive, legislative and
judiciary
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DepEd Philippines Strategizes Preventive Drug Education
Amidst Pandemic Challenges

T

he COVID19 pandemic
poses challenges to the
Department
of
Education
(DepEd).
The
physical
distancing and community
quarantine being among the
measures to contain COVID
19 have heavily affected basic
education as schools and
community learning centers
are closed to physical conduct
of classes. Thus, DepEd
developed Basic Education
Learning Continuity Plan (BE
LCP) to provide guidance to
the Department on how to
deliver education in this time of
crisis, while ensuring the
health, safety, and welfare of
all learners, teachers and
personnel of DepEd.

DepEd, the Bureau of Learner
Support
ServicesSchool
Health Division (BLSSSHD)
lined up a series of webinars
for National Drug Education
Program (NDEP) for NDEP
Coordinators, teachers, health
personnel, and other non
teaching personnel who are
involved in substance use
prevention.
The
webinars
provided
information
and
education for NDEP amidst the
COVID19
pandemic. The
series of webinars had 10
episodes and were conducted
from September to November
2020.

Substance Use Prevention

Below are the topics included
in the said activity:

Episode 6: The Media and
Their Use in Substance Use
Prevention

In line with the strategic
directions in the BELCP of

Episode 1:
Important

School as
Setting

an
for

Episode 2: The United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC)
International
Standards on Drug Use
Prevention
Episode 3: The Role of the
Workplace in Substance Use
Prevention
Episode 4: Social Stigma on
Substance Abuse
Episode 5: Mental Health
Issues in the Context of
Substance Use

Episode 7: Medical Aspect of

continued on page 25
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Substance Use
Episode 8: The Role of
Parents
in
Drug Abuse
Prevention and Intervention
Episode 9: Cultivating Health
and
Wellbeing
Lessons:
Choose to be DrugFree
Episode
10:
Redesigning
Preventive Drug Education
(PDE) for the New Normal
In September 2020, the
DepEd, through the BLSS
SHD also conducted the virtual
validation of schools included
as finalists in the annual
Search
for
Outstanding
Barkada Kontra Droga (BKD)
Implementers for Secondary
Schools.
The
general
objective of the activity is to
encourage schools/academic
institutions to become more
actively involved in promoting
people
empowerment
in
leading a healthy lifestyle that
is drugfree and productive.

The BKD is pursuant to Board
Regulation No. 5 s. 2007
issued by the Dangerous
Drugs Board and through its
partnership with DepEd, BKD
is established in the schools to
strengthen the NDEP of the
Department. The BKD is an
effective
peerbased
preventive
education
and
information program to counter
the dangers and ill effects of
drug abuse.

components of the campaign is
the series of content creation
contests which encourage
DepEd learners and personnel
to utilize their talents such as
in jingle making, letter writing,
graphic design, and story
writing to amplify the key
messages of the World No
Tobacco Day 2020. The
content creation contest series
is supplemented by webinar
workshops.

Tobacco Control

Particularly
during
this
pandemic, the Department
also issued the DepEd Task
Force
COVID19
Memorandum No. 39 titled
Strict
Enforcement
of
Tobacco Control Policies,
including SmokeFree and
VapeFree Policies, During
the Enhanced and General
Community Quarantine. The
same has been reiterated in
DepEd Order No. 14, s. 2020,
or the Guidelines on the
Required Health Standards in
Basic Education Offices and
Schools.

DepEd, through the BLSS
SHD and the Public Affairs
Service, also continues its
Batang Informed tungkol sa
Bisyo, Batang Iwas Bisyo, an
online campaign launched in
June for the National No
Smoking
Month.
The
campaign is anchored on the
theme of the World No
Tobacco Day 2020—protecting
youth
from
industry
manipulation and preventing
them
from
tobacco
and
nicotine use. Among the key
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Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency
Lines Up AntiDrug Initiatives
Demand Reduction
For 2019, there were 514,796
lectures,
symposia,
and
seminars conducted for the
different sectors. There were
also 28,415 other advocacy
activities
and
147,016
multimedia
efforts
implemented nationwide.

Table: Demand Reduction
Particulars

Number

Lectures/Seminars 514,796
Other Prevention
Activities

28,415

Multimedia Efforts 147,016
Total

690,227

Activities Conducted
The youth are the most
vulnerable sector to illegal
drugs. To keep them away
from drug abuse, they were
given priority during this
period. Antidrug advocacy
activities were intensified in the
primary,
secondary,
and
tertiary schools to reach the
young audience.

continued on page 27

ATCPDE Bulletin . December 2020 . Page 26

continued from page 26

Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency
Lines Up AntiDrug Initiatives
Implementation of SK
STEPUP
To make the youth leaders
become force multipliers in the
implementation of the antidrug
campaign and play an active
role in the Barangay Drug
Clearing
Program,
PDEA
initiated the institutionalization
of
SK
STEPUP
or
Sangguniang
Kabataan
Standard Training in Extensive
AntiDrug
Preventive
Education
through
the

issuance of Dangerous Drugs
Board (DDB) Regulation No. 5,
Series of 2019.
Through the program, youth
leaders are capacitated and
empowered to take an active
role in engaging the youth
sector.
The Sangguniang Kabataan
(SK) Officials of Taguig City
who showed leadership and
got the highest ranking during
the Phase 1: Youth Camp in

2018, were included in the
second phase on November
2224, 2019 which is the
Trainer’s Training for Youth
Leaders. The aim of this phase
is to develop the competencies
of the SK through youth
activities that are focused on
Drug
Abuse
Prevention
Education. Through this, they
will be further trained as the
Agency’s force multipliers in
advocating
the
antidrug
campaign, especially among
the youth.

continued on page 28
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Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency
Lines Up AntiDrug Initiatives
Balay Silangan Reformation
Program
PDEA’s program was piloted
through the launching of Balay
Silangan Reformation Program
in April 2018.

The program aims to reform
drug offenders and reintegrate
them as productive citizens of
the society.
In 2019, there were 58 Balay
Silangan Reformation Centers
that
were
inaugurated
nationwide.

IDADAIT Celebration
Pursuant to Proclamation No.
264 dated June 01, 1998
declaring the 26th day of June
of every year as “International
Day Against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking” (IDADAIT),
this Agency participated in the
international celebration with
the theme “Listen First:
Listening to Children and
Youth is the First Step to Help
Them Grow Healthy and
Safe”.
The PDEA National Office
and Regional Offices initiated
and supported the IDADAIT
Celebration for 2019 through
the conduct of various
activities that are geared
towards
preventing
and
controlling drug abuse in the
community.

continued on page 29
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Drug Abuse Prevention and
Control Week Celebration
Pursuant
to
Presidential
Proclamation
No.
124,
“Declaring the Third Week of
November Every Year as Drug
Abuse Prevention and Control
Week”, the Dangerous Drugs
Board
once
again
spearheaded the Drug Abuse

Attendance to the Agency,
Stakeholders and Partners’
meetings, conferences,
speaking engagement and
Other Activities
To strengthen partnership and
cooperation among its various
stakeholders,
the Agency
participated in meeting and
conferences to ensure that the

Prevention
and
Control
(DAPC) Week Celebration on
November 1723, 2019 with
the theme “Katarungan para
sa Kalusugan, Kalusugan
para sa Katarungan” (“Justice
for
Health,
Health
for
Justice”).
In line with the celebration, the
Agency participated in the

activities of the stakeholders
are
in
line
with
the
government’s
antidrug
campaign.

Ceremony of the DAPC Week
Celebration held on November
25, 2019 at The Elements,
Eton,
Centris,
Diliman,
Quezon City. Senator Ronald
“Bato” Dela Rosa was the
Keynote Speaker during the
event. Senator Dela Rosa
vowed to give his full support
to the antidrug campaign.

Medical Mission

(Confederation of Community
Oriented
Policing
System
NGOs, Inc.), Shelter for
Mankind and international
partner Global Save Life
Foundation.

Several
medical
missions
were
conducted
by
the
Agency, in partnership with the
PDEA
Accredited
NGO

The activity aims to recognize
the support and participation
of
the
community
in
accomplishing the Agency’s

continued on page 30
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mandate
through
the
information
they
provide
which
resulted
to
the
successful
operations.
Further, the activity intends to
raise public awareness on the
antidrug campaign of the
government.

Specialized Training on the Universal Treatment Curriculum (UTC)
for the Philippine Criminal Justice System
This training was attended by
the
PECI
Officers
and
personnel who are incharge
of
managing
the
Balay
Silangan Reformation Centers
situated
in
different
municipalities/cities.
The modules of this training

are in line with the present
program of the Agency which
aims to strengthen the drug
Demand Reduction Program
of the Government. The
Agency is already on the right
path
in
expanding
its
advocacy
programs.
This
training
capacitated
the

participants on new strategies
in delivering programs for
treatment and recovery. While
there are concepts in the
curricula that are not directly
applicable to the Philippine
setting, it can be modified to fit
the present treatment and
recovery situation.

continued on page 31
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Capacity Building Training
by DrugFree World
Philippines
PDEA PECI Officers and
Barangay AntiDrug Abuse
Council Officers were among

the participants of this training
on July 2427, 2019 at Pasig
Rainforest Park, Pasig City.
The training capacitated the
officers in addressing various
challenges in the field of drug
prevention and advocacy. It

also
aimed
to
increase
performance and productivity
by providing appropriate skills
through training.
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Brunei Sustains Preventive Drug Education Initiatives

T

he
Preventive
Drug
Education Division (PDE)
of
Brunei
Darussalam’s
Narcotics
Control
Bureau
(NCB) continues to use a
myriad of strategies and
platforms for its prevention
activities.
The
following
initiatives cover the period
from
September
2019
February 2020.
1. Animation titled
"Listen First"
Preventive Drug Education
produced
its
first
PDE
animation titled, “Listen First,”
in commemoration of the
International Day Against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking
(IDADAIT)
2019.
This
animation aims to disseminate
antidrug awareness to the
public. It was shown in all
Brunei Television channels
(RTB).
In addition, the animation
videos were also featured in
RTB’s billboard located at one
of the wellknown shopping
complexes in Brunei.

2. AntiDrug Song
A
Preventive
Drug
Education song was also
produced to commemorate the
IDADAIT 2019. It is currently

played in all Radio Television
Brunei channels (RTB).
3. Collaboration with
Strategic Partners
Strategic partners provide
effective communication in
PDE. The goal is to diversify
the PDE approach while
bringing
together
private
companies
to
contribute
through its social obligations or
corporate social responsibility.
Strategic Partners’ roles are
important
because
their
contributions have helped to
launch
PDE
programs
organized by the NCB.
a. Collaboration with Brunei
Gas Carrier. The company had
sponsored 400 pieces of
Preventive Drugs Education
2020 calendar that carried out
information on drugs.

b. Collaboration with Brunei
Telecommunication Company.
The
Company
had
sponsored and produced a 1
minute antidrug promo video
titled, “Love Your Life and Your
Family.” The concept of the
video is based on family. This
was filmed at the AlIslah
Treatment and Rehabilitation
Center, NCB Brunei. It is
currently posted on PDE and
TelBru instagram.

Preventive Drug Education
Calendar
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Brunei Sustains Preventive Drug Education Initiatives

Antidrug promo video, “Love
Your Life and Your Family”
sponsored by TelBru

Drug Education Division, NCB
and RTB through the children
and entertainment units.

4. The Youth Chat Corner
program in collaboration
with Radio Television Brunei
(RTB)
NCB and RTB are currently
organizing The Youth Chat
Corner as a PDE awareness
program to be participated in
by 1525 years old. The
program involves six students,
one presenter and one guest
presenter and with a total of 15
episodes. This program aims
to provide direct awareness
and knowledge on the dangers
and effects of drug abuse, as
well as penalties.
This is a collaborative
program between Preventive

5. Radio promo collaboration
program with Radio
Television Brunei
(RTB)
NCB has also partnered
with RTB, a radio channel to
produce antidrug promos to
be broadcasted
on radio
networks.
Currently,
RTB
promotes warnings on the
dangers of drugs through:

e. RTB promo theme
"Listen First" (in conjunction
with International Drug Day
2019)

a. Listen First Songs
b Keep an eye on our
children (radio sketch)
c. Know your child (radio
sketch)
d. Spend time with family
(radio sketch)
continued on page 34
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6. International Day against
Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking 2019

In commemoration of the
International Day against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, a
celebration was held on
September 29, 2019 at the
Mall Gadong.
Present as Guest of Honor
is Honorable Major General
(R) Dato Aminuddin Ihsan bin
Pehin Orang Kaya Saiful
Mulok Dato Seri Hajj Abidin,
Minister of Culture, Youth and
Sports.
Presentation of prizes to
the winners of the antidrug
video competition and a two
day antidrug campaign from
21 and 22 September 2019
were held.
The antidrug animation
and the antidrug songs were
also launched by the Guest of

Honor. At the function, winners
of the Tertiary Level AntiDrug
Video Competition received
their
respective
prizes.
Emerging champion was the
'Anak Melayu Tempatan' group
from Sultan Sharif Ali Islamic
University.

is to understand the perception
among students (secondary/
postsecondary/tertiary), who
are generally understood to be
at high risk for drug use, and
prevalent
use
of
illicit
substances in schools and
institutions of higher learning.

7. Study on the
Prevalence of Drug Abuse
Amongst Secondary And
PostSecondary Students

Objectives of the Study
1. identify the main factors
involved in drug use among
secondary
and
post
secondary students
2. collect information on the
drugusing
student
population
so
that
appropriate programs be
implemented to address
the drug issue
3. recognize the causes that
lead to student drug use
4. identify where the source of
the drug is obtained (either
within or outside the school
premises)
5. measure the awareness
level amongst students
regarding the intervention
and prevention strategies
conducted by the Narcotics
Control Bureau

This study aims to assess
the prevalence and pattern of
substance
use
among
students in schools and
institutions of higher learning,
in order to broaden our
understanding of the issues by
taking a different approach.
Rather than just looking at
users or those who have been
admitted to drug treatment
programs, we chose to look at
the views and opinions of the
students and teachers about
the availability and prevalent
use of illicit substances in
schools and institutions of
higher learning.
A second goal of this study
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8. Collaborative program
with Radio Television Brunei
(RTB)
On 18 January 2020 at
Jerudong Park Amphitheater,
NCB collaborated with RTB to
deliver antidrug messages to
the
public
through
RTB
Entertainment 7th
Pelangi
Radio Award 2020.
The award is a recognition
to local artists who are actively
involved in the field of music
including
singing
and
songwriting. This is held once
every two years.
Local artists delivered anti
drug messages and antidrug
awareness video which were
broadcasted live via RTB.
9. International Day
Against Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking 2020
Narcotics Control Bureau
Acting Director Haji Mohd
Jaffari
bin
Haji
Mahadi
launched the Preventive Drug
Education (PDE) Instagram
video series and PDE quiz
held at Narcotic Control
Bureau, PDE Division on June
27, 2020.
The launching ceremony
was held in conjunction with
the International Day Against
Drug
Abuse
and
Illicit
Trafficking 2020.
With the theme, ‘Better
Knowledge for Better Care’,

the event aimed to address the
misinformation
on
drug
problems and emphasize the
need
to
improve
the
understanding of the world
drug problem and how it will
foster greater international
cooperation for countering its
impact on health, governance
and security.
Also, it aimed to provide
the public with continuous
knowledge
and
updated
information related to drug
abuse. It is crucial to reach the
target group via PDE’s social
media in order for them to
keep up with the Narcotic
Control
Bureau’s
(NCB)
current information and to
make
NCB’s
Instagram
@nodrugsatall and facebook
@nodrugsatall
as
official

channels
for
obtaining
accurate knowledge.
There is a total of 13 video
series. Three videos will be
uploaded every week for five
weeks.
The event also included a
total of 30 PDE quizzes and
was
open
for
public
participation, subject to terms
and conditions.
This year’s celebration also
aimed to enhance the use of
social media as an agent to
spread PDE information; to
diversify NCB’s approach to
ensure continuous sharing of
information to the public on the
misuse of drugs; to encourage
public participation in PDE
activities organised by NCB
and to act as a platform to
inform the general public on

continued on page 36
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the consequences of misuse of drugs in Brunei
Darussalam via social media.
In view of the COVID19 outbreak, several
activities were arranged virtually by NCB to
mark the event earlier this year.
10.Online Booking System
(www.pde.narcotics.gov.bn)
To ensure efficiency and satisfaction in
performing antidrug information dissemination,
NCB PDE Division has introduced a website
application that is an ideal alternative to the
existing manual system.
This system provides an easy access for the
public to book PDE’s services such as talk, urine
screening and roadshows.
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Cambodia Implements Twopronged Strategy
for Preventive Drug Education

F

rom September 2019 until
the start of COVID19 at
the end of January 2020,
Cambodia used two main
measures for Preventive Drug
Education (PDE): 1) direct
Preventive Drug Education
activities; and 2) indirect or
PDE through mass media. At
the same time, target groups
have also been classified in
order to put under clear
responsibility
of
relevant
ministries in the hope that
most of them receive PDE.
In direct PDE activities, the
content of PDE was integrated
into various activities of the
various
ministries
and
institutions
which
are
members of the NACD. All of
these activities are conducted
in
a
variety
of
ways,
depending on the location,
tradition, time and target
group, with the content of the

education being attractive,
easy to understand and clear.
In the community, there are
activities such as public
forums, concerts, parades,
facetoface
visits
to
vulnerable targets, performing
arts, brief education, training
of trainers, and distributing
leaflets,
sticking
poster,

hanging banners, and others.
continued on page 38
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Cambodia Implements Twopronged Strategy
for Preventive Drug Education
screenings, educational short
stories,
short
messaging
service,
roundtable
discussions, interviews, and
sharing from speakers with
relevant
experiences.
Educational content that is
related to drug prevention was
also integrated in programs
such as fun shows, live
shows, concerts, and weekly
comedy shows.

Other activities of the private
sector and religion have also
been actively conducted in
public places, during national
and international holidays.
Among
the
educational
activities
disseminated
through traditional and social
media include national and
international
news,

For mass media, all state and
privatelymanaged television
and radio stations have been
actively involved in the anti
drug campaign. This was
carried out by broadcasting
drug
educationrelated
messages; including short
spot on drug education;
running
drug
educational
words on screen; conducting
roundtable
discussions;

interviewing people with drug
related
experience;
and
integrating
prevention
messages into comedy shows
and concerts. At the same
time, leaders of the NACD and
relevant
ministries
and
agencies requested movie
producers
and
industry
leaders to include drug
educationrelated messages in
their product label, may this be
in the form of CD, VCD, bottle,
or packages. Furthermore, the
NACD website is also used to
provide PDE to people who
log
in
for
drugrelated
information
every
month.
These are only some of the
PDE activities through mass
media before the spread of
COVID19.
During this crisis on COVID
19, the Royal Government of

continued on page 39
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Cambodia Implements Twopronged Strategy
for Preventive Drug Education
Cambodia has given more
attention to its antidrug
initiatives, particularly in the
delivery of Preventive Drug
Education (PDE). A number of
meetings have been held for
both technical and policy
making levels to modify and
decide on PDE activities that
respond to the situation and
needs during the spread of
COVID19. Although some
meetings need to be held in
person, all relevant regulations
and guidelines of the Ministry
of Health have been strictly
applied.

Based on the consensus
during those meetings, some
PDE activities have been
suspended, while most were
modified
from
direct
or
outreach activities to indirect
or
online
activities.
For
instance, PDE activities for
students have been integrated
into online teaching. For the
general
population,
mass
media such as television, radio
and other social networks
intensified
their
PDE
integration into their activities
and programs to make sure
that people continue to get

information
about
drugs.
Government Officers were
also
encouraged
to
be
involved and to use their
communication networks to
deliver messages related to
PDE activities.
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Indonesia Showcases Best Practices
in Preventive Drug Education

STRENGTHENING
FAMILY AND
YOUTH
CONNECTEDNESS
FOR PREVENTION

PREVENTION THAT
WORKS!

E

very drug abuse prevention program
requires an intervention strategy in its
implementation to ensure that it is able to
reach its target group (individuals, families,
parents, schools, peers, marginal groups,
workplaces, outside communities, and
others).
continued on page 41
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Without an intervention strategy, it cannot be
ascertained whether the program will run
effectively and deliver the results as
expected.
To address this, the National Narcotics
Agency Deputy for Prevention conducted a
survey to map youth’s selfresilience. In the
implementation of one of the national priority
programs, the antidrug family resilience
model pilot project also connected youth as
a prevention strategy through the Online
Drug Abuse Education website (REAN in
Indonesian language)
In 2017, the Deputy for Prevention compiled
an antidrug selfresilience tool that
specifically functions to measure the
resistance of individuals (particularly young
people) to drug abuse.
This measurement tool is called the Anti
Drug Scale (ADS). This was compiled
through a series of scientific study
processes involving experts in psychology
and statistics.

The level of an individual’s selfresilience is
measured using three dimensions: (1) self
regulation, (2) assertiveness, and (3)
reaching out. These three aspects are
considered to be necessary for individuals
to resist the desire or influence to use
drugs.
Theoretically, the AntiDrug Scale (ADS) is
defined as the ability of individuals to
control themselves, avoid, and reject all
forms of drug abuse. ADS was built using
the three dimensions in measuring self
resilience.

THE FAMILY IS THE CORE UNIT AND
THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTOR IN
PREVENTING NEGATIVE INFLUENCES
FROM THE SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT

continued on page 42
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According to experts, these three
dimensions are considered sufficient to
measure an individual's resistance to drug
abuse. In addition to mapping out youth's
resistance to drug abuse, this study was
also used to identify and describe the
factors associated with youths’ self
resilience.
Based on the recommendations from the
selfresilience mapping survey in 2018, a
Family Resilience Skills Program was
conducted in West Java and East Java in
2019. One of the recommendations made
was to strengthen the family as the
most important protective factor in
combating all forms of drug abuse
targeting family members,
especially young people.
THE RESULTS OF THE
MAPPING, PARTICULARLY THE
FACTORS THAT CONTRIBUTE
TO YOUTH’S SELFRESILIENCE,
ARE BEING USED TO DEVELOP
DRUG PREVENTION POLICIES
IN INDONESIA.

The family is the core unit that protects
children and youth from bad influences in
the social environment. When family
members have a strong bond, there is a
lesser likelihood that they may get involved
in unhealthy behaviors such as drug use.
When family resilience is high, members
are less likely to be involved in antisocial
behaviors.

Having collaborated with the UNODC,
Indonesia developed the Family Resilience
module based on the UNODC’s Family
United module. The school was chosen as
the setting for the program in order for
parents and children to effectively
participate in the whole set of activities.
Conducting the program in the school
would also make program evaluation
easier.
continued on page 43
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The AntiDrug Family Resilience module
contains 3 module guides: (1) child
module, (2) parent module and (3) family
module. Each module will be covered for
four sessions. There is a supplementary
module for parents.
In this module, families (both parents and
children) are trained to build
communication skills, strengthen
relationships in the family, respect each
other, build selfconfidence and help
families to achieve their dreams.

The program that was implemented in the
provinces of West Java and East Java was
evaluated. Results were used to guide the
next implementation cycle. It was also
used to adapt the program to the
Indonesian culture and to integrate local
wisdom. For instance, there are several
challenges that Indonesian families face
such as the increasing use of gadgets in
the family. Also, there is still a need to
make verbal expressions of parental love a
habit. Lastly, it is a challenge to arrive at a
family consensus because most parents
still decide for their children.
The Antidrug Family Resilience Program
used a module that was adapted to the
local culture. It provides a good model for
delivering familybased intervention. As a
national program, it is expected to be one
of Indonesia’s best practices in drug
prevention that the ASEAN Member States
can emulate.
continued on page 44
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To better connect with young people, BNN
created a usergenerated content platform
that targets them. It is called Rumah
Edukasi Anti Narkoba (REAN) – Anti
Drugs. REAN was launched and
inaugurated in Bandung by the Head of the
National Narcotics Agency.
In the launching event on 2 November
2019, Mr. Heru Winarko, Head of the
National Narcotics Agency, together with
West Java Governor Ridwan Kamil, said
that REAN is expected to be an
educational media for Indonesian youth to
explore their potential and build their self
confidence so that they can act as main
actors in drug prevention. He further
explained that this digital platform for drug
prevention is an information and education
product created by the National Narcotics
Agency.
continued on page 45
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exchanging information, and creating, and
delivering positive messages about drug
abuse prevention activities.

Besides Bandung, REAN was also
introduced in Malang on 10 November
2019.
As a City of Education and Creativity,
Malang has a lot of young people who are
studying making it an attractive target for
drug dealers who want to destroy
Indonesia’s young generation. Purwo
Cahyoko, the Director of Information and
Education of the National Narcotics
Agency, said that REAN is one of the
national priority programs to prevent the
proliferation of drugs targeting young
people. According to Purwo, REAN could
also be a place to channel the aspirations
and creativity of young people. Purwo also
hopes that Indonesian youth can join in

The Content uploaded to REAN.id is
divided into four categories: (1) video and
music; (2) photograph; (3) design; and (4)
articles. Besides containing contributors'
content, this website also displays books,
articles, public service video
announcements, and posters that have
been developed by the National Narcotics
Agency to target young people. The REAN
website contains the following reminder:
"All content in REAN.id is a joint work and
a contribution to the drug prevention
campaign”. The REAN.id content is
expected to become popular in all circles,
especially among young people so that
everyone will be reminded to safeguard
wellbeing and to stay away from drugs.
Contributors: Eva Fitri Yuanita and Yona
Voria Janesia, Indonesia
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Lao PDR Enhances Preventive
Drug Education Practices
Vientiane Capital Drug Control and Supervision Division Spearheads the Drug
Civic Awareness Campaign in Ban Done Secondary School, Pak Ngum District,
Vientiane, Lao PDR

O

n 12 March 2020, Pol. Lt.
Col. Pany Souksavath,
Director of Vientiane Capital
Drug Control and Supervision
Division, led the conduct of the
drug
civic
awareness
campaign at Ban Done
Secondary School, Pak Ngum
District, Vientiane, Lao PDR.
More than 184 students and
teachers attended the event.
The purpose of the campaign
is to educate the students on
the dangerous consequences
of drug abuse. The event
included
games,
and
distributing posters, and drug
law handbooks.
After the event, Ms. Kanlaya
Sopha, a secondary school
student
of
Ban
Done
Secondary School said that
after she had participated in
the drug civic awareness
campaign led by concerned
officials of Vientiane Capital
Drug Control and Supervision
Division, she became more
aware of the drug law and the
effects of illicit drugs. She
pledged to be part of the youth
leaders who will disseminate
the negative impact and
dangers of drugs to her family,
friends and the general public.
Mr. Pany challenged the
students and the public to help
ensure that the country enjoys
peace, safety and social order.

He called them to act to
protect their community from
drugs that can threaten their
wellbeing and can slow down
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the country’s socioeconomic
development.
continued on page 47
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Borikhamxay Provincial Drug Control and Supervision Division Spearheads
the Drug Civic Awareness Campaign

O

n 1012 December 2019, Pol. Major Mrs.
Puangphet Woravong, Deputy Director of
Borikhamxay Provincial Drug Control and
Supervision, led the drug civic awareness
campaign at Ban Viengkham Secondary
School,
Pakading
District,
Borikhamxay
Province. More than 746 students and
teachers, including 384 females attended the
event. The campaign educated students on

drug laws and regulations as well as the
dangerous impact of drug abuse.
Mrs. Puangphet called on the public and
relevant sectors to fight against illicit drugs
which can affect all generations. This campaign
is crucial in protecting the health and wellbeing
of all members of society, especially the youth
who will determine the nation’s future.

Vientiane Capital Drug Control and Supervision Division's Drug Civic Awareness Campaign in Ban
Done Secondary School, Pak Ngum District, Vientiane, Lao PDR
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Lao PDR Enhances Preventive
Drug Education Practices

T

he Lao National Commission for Drug
Control and Supervision, together with the
local authorities of Vientiane Province and
Vientiane Capital, organized an opening
ceremony on Drugfree Village along Lao PDR
Thailand at Nam Hee Village, Meun District,
Vientiane Province and Huay La Village,
Sangthong District, Vientiane Capital. This was

held on 23 July 2020. Moreover, posting an
announcement in front of the village was also
done.
In general, villagebased prevention efforts aim
to educate the citizens about the negative
health outcomes of drug use as well as
encourage them to join the fight against drugs.

Billboard informs the public that the village is drugfree
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ATCPDE Shares Infographics to Stay Healthy
and DrugFree Amidst COVID19

R

ecognizing that COVID19 is a major
stressor that increases the possibility
of people resorting to unhealthful ways of
coping such as smoking, drinking alcohol,
or worse, using illicit substances, the
ASEAN Training Center for Preventive
Drug Education (ATCPDE) developed
and disseminated to the various ASEAN
Member States an infographic to
encourage people to choose a healthy
lifestyle.
Also, acknowledging that this health crisis
is particularly challenging for those who
are recovering from substance use
disorder, the Center has also developed
an infographic to support relapse
prevention.

These infographics were also shared with
the members of the International Society
of Substance Use Professionals (ISSUP)
as well as the different Philippine
government agencies. The Department of
Education posted them on their Facebook
page while the Philippine Information
Agency (PIA) used them as a major
reference in developing an antidrug video.
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Malaysia Celebrates National Day Against Drugs 2020 with
the Theme "Shared Prosperity and WellBeing"

M

alaysia’s National Day
Against Drugs is being
celebrated on February 19
every year since 1983. The
celebration aims to remind
Malaysians on the role and
responsibility of all parties in
facing the dangers of drug
abuse. In 2020, the 37th
National Day Against Drugs
was celebrated with a variety
of programs from February 1
to March 16.
The
theme
of
the
celebration
was
"Shared
Prosperity and WellBeing"
and was approved at the
Cabinet Committee on Drug
Fighting Meeting on October
15, 2019 chaired by Tun Dr.
Mahathir bin Mohamad, Prime
Minister of Malaysia.
The
objectives
of
organizing the National Day
Against Drugs 2020 are the
following:
(1) Increase awareness of
the various communities on
the role of society together
with the government in
combating
drugs
comprehensively;
(2) Disseminate antidrug
messages;
(3) Use effective campaign
channels to communities; and
(4)
Collaborate
with
various
parties
including
government agencies, private,
industrial players, NGOs and
community leaders in holistic
drug prevention efforts.
The celebration of the 37th
National Day Against Drugs
2020 includes the following

programs:
Media Advocacies  This
activity uses NADA’s official
social media platform such as

celebration. This was done
through smart partnerships
with television and radio
stations and included LED and

Instagram, Facebook and
Twitter. The information was
also delivered through the
agency website, and included
cooperation
with
other
ministries, departments and
agencies. Although
media
activities
and
awareness
campaigns are being held
throughout
the
year
to
disseminate the ill effects of
drug abuse, these were
intensified during the National
Day
Against
Drugs

billboard display in highrisk
areas.
Short Video Competition
For
High
School
and
College Students – From this
activity, NADA has uncovered
talents and brought together
creative ideas from high
school and college students
on the theme around drug
prevention. The ideas from the
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Malaysia Celebrates National Day Against Drugs 2020 with
the Theme "Shared Prosperity and WellBeing"
submitted videos have been
evaluated by experts in the
creative industry and the
winning
videos
will
be
showcased as NADA’s anti
drug campaign materials.
Road Show with the Anti
drug Icon  This outreach

program
involves
various
ministries, departments and
agencies
including
collaboratively
connected
NGOs. It aims to promote
various services and careers.
The program coordinated by
NADA
includes
the
involvement of the antidrug
icon. Among the activities is
the Outreach With Icon that
delivers positive messages to
students and the community.
NADA
Open
Day
Program  This is a program
organized by NADA aimed at
promoting and enhancing
NADA services. This program
is held at one of NADA’s

rehabilitation centers. Through
this
program,
preventive
education
awareness

activities were conducted and
the
public
gets
more
information
on
services
provided by NADA in the effort
to
eradicate
the
drug
scourge.
National Day Against
Drugs 2020  The National
Day Against Drugs 2020 was
launched
by
the
Prime
Minister of Malaysia, Tun Dr
Mahathir. This program aims
to renew the commitment of
Malaysians to work together
with the Government in the
fight against drug abuse.
Ride Against Drugs at
Putrajaya
2020

This
program brings together the
participation of up to 5,000
people from all walks of life as
a sign of support and
commitment
to
the
government in combating drug

abuse issues.
The Motorcycle

Convoy

Program is designed to boost
Go Green charging at 3
selected pit stop locations.
The convoy program covered
a distance of 370 kilometers.
Fifty motorcyclists participated
in the event and disseminated
antidrug messages to the
community through flyers and
communityfriendly activities.
There is no doubt that
prevention is better than cure
that is why awareness should
be
heightened
especially
among
the
younger
generation. The National Anti
Drugs Day is celebrated to
spread awareness about the
impact of drug abuse and how
it negatively affects not only
individual health but the whole
family,
community,
and
society.
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Malaysia Empowers AntiDrugs SQUAD
as Drug Prevention Agents In the Community

T

he antidrugs SQUAD is a
voluntary entity in drug
prevention efforts in the
community. The main purpose
of the establishment of the
Antidrugs SQUAD is to assist
the government especially the
National AntiDrugs Agency
(NADA) in spreading anti
drugs
messages
and
establishing
a
drugfree
society.
Since its inception on July
11, 2011, various activities and
programs
have
been
implemented. These include
Training of Trainers for the
community
leaders,
campaigns, exhibitions, sports
and recreation activities and
carrying out relief missions. In
2019, 113 activities and
programs were implemented
by members of the Antidrugs
SQUAD in the community.
Activities and programs
implemented by the antidrugs
volunteers were based on the

area profiling and community
needs assessment. Antidrugs
SQUAD assists in reducing

Antidrugs SQUAD activities
include
access
to
drug
prevention
education

the
incidence
of
drug
problems to provide a healthy
environment in the community
Among
the
program
benefits expressed by the
members and communities
which have participated in the

information and how to apply it
at the community level.
These efforts also help in
reducing substance abuse
among youth and over time,
among adults by addressing
and minimizing the risk factors
in the community. The Anti
Drugs Squad also organized
activities that support the
existing antidrug activities in
schools to promote awareness
on drugrelated issues. They
also support the projects of the
community and the local
government with the same
objective which is to safeguard
the community from the drug
menace.

continued on page 53
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Malaysia Empowers AntiDrugs SQUAD
as Drug Prevention Agents In the Community
Antidrugs campaign with community leaders

Coaching Training

Emotional Support

Sports and Recreation

SQUAD in the University Campus

Walkabout

Fun ride
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Myanmar Implements Varied
Drug Prevention Activities
Background History
The United Nations Conventions on Narcotic Drugs;
the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, the
1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances and
the 1988 Convention on Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances were prescribed. The
main objective of these conventions is to protect the
health and welfare of human beings. The
Conventions are part of the basic legal frameworks
of all member countries, which include prevention
activities of narcotic drug abuse, medical treatment
and combating illicit trafficking, production and
cultivation.

Being a signatory to the UN Drug Conventions,
Myanmar enacted the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Law (1993) and
amended the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic

Governments assumed that the drug market
can be controlled through suppressionoriented
strategy.
However, the drug market and the drug use
issue continue to proliferate. These drugrelated
concerns can deteriorate and ruin the security
and criminal judicial system of countries.
Therefore, most of the countries have
recognized the drug problem and its negative
consequences, and have shifted from the
suppressionoriented
approach
to
multi
dimensional public healthoriented strategy.
Later on, the countries considered the nexus
between drug and development. In fact,
development has been used to counter drug
production, and cultivation.
As drug use becomes a global problem, world
leaders also included the substance use problem in
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030
Agenda. The SDG (3) is to “Ensure healthy lives
and promote wellbeing for all at all ages”. Under
SDG (3), goal 3.5 is to “Strengthen the prevention
and treatment of substance abuse, including
narcotic drug abuse and harmful use of alcohol.”
Also, indicator 3.5.1 is on “Coverage of treatment
interventions (pharmacological, psychological and
rehabilitation and aftercare services) for substance
use disorder”.
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Methadone dispensing in Major Drugs Treatment
Center in Yangon

Substances Law on 2018 February 14. This is
in response to the changing conditions of the
times. Also, the Myanmar government changed
its approach in drug control. It developed the
road map for National Drug Control in 2016 and
the National Drug Control Policy on 2018
February 20.
According to the policy, the approach to the drug
problem would be healthoriented and would include
the reduction of consequences of drug use. The
major areas covered in the policy are:

•
•
•
•
•

Supply Reduction and Alternative
Development
Demand Reduction and Harm Reduction
International Cooperation

Research and Analysis and
Compliance with Human Rights

The National Strategic Plan on Drug Control in
Myanmar 20202024 is being circulated to States
and Regions’ AntiNarcotics Associations. It will be
used as a guiding framework for states and regions
in developing their Operational Action Plan for two
years.
continued on page 55
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Myanmar Implements Varied
Drug Prevention Activities
Drug Demand Situation

In Myanmar, according to 2017 estimation, HIV
infection among people who inject drugs was
approximately 34.9% percent, which is more
than 4 times the average compared with other
countries in East Asia and Southeast Asia. In
addition, it was found that there was an
increased cases of Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C
infection. According to the survey, Hepatitis B
infection in the region is up to 10.6% from 4.3%
and Hepatitis C infection rose from 27.4% to
85%.
Demand Reduction

Accordingly, the DDTRU expanded prevention,
control and treatment processes through health
education
and
communitybased
drug
dependency
treatment
activities
in
collaboration with the United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC), technical support
for the development of the National Drug
Control Policy and expansion of the Methadone
Maintenance Treatment (MMT) program by
opening new sites in sixteen (16) drug use
prevalent areas in 2019 with an aim to improve
access as well as availability of services.

installed and piloted at Yangon and Myitkyina
Methadone Centers in 2019.
Among its
beneficial results were the accurate and timely
daily dispensing activities and preparation of
monthly reports. Accordingly, the DTIS system
will be expanded in ten (10) sites including
Mandalay in 2020, twenty (20) sites in 2021
and thirty (30) sites in 2022 and 2023.
In recognition of the chronic nature of
substance use disorder as a disease, 29
treatment centers, and 56 clinics were
established to provide treatment services.
Public based rehabilitation centers were
established as well. In August 2020, 7,792 drug
users were provided with health care services
in these drug treatment centers. Among those
treated, 4,452 drug users were given first time
treatment. Meanwhile, 25% of the users were
under 25 and 4,480 users were abusing heroin,
which is one of the most consumed drugs.
Furthermore, 89 methadone substitution
treatment centers were established, and there
were 20,028 drug users who were treated with
methadone substitution. In July 2020, 5,363
users were provided with methadone
substitution treatment as well.
continued on page 56

Increase in drug use due to changing trends,
drug trafficking using new technologies, young
people’s desire to try new things, peer pressure
and poor knowledge and understanding about
the negative consequences of drug use
continue to pose a challenge to the drug
treatment sector with resource limitations. This
is clearly observed in methadone dispensing
sites where daily dispensing activities take
place. It is a challenge for clinical staff to
handle the increasing number of clients
considering their limited human resource.
As a way to resolve the challenges, the Drug
Treatment Information Software (DTIS) was

Advocacy Meeting on Methadone Maintenance
Therapy in Mandalay
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Myanmar Implements Varied
Drug Prevention Activities
Rehabilitation

Under the supervision of the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, there are
eleven (11) Rehabilitation Centers in Yangon,
Mandalay, Myitkyina, Lashio, Kyaing Tong,
Tachileik, Taunggyi, Myawaddy, Kawtoung,
Pyay and Pekon that are helping drug users
who have undergone treatment to be
reintegrated back into the social stream.
Campaigns are being launched to encourage
drug users to get treated at drug treatment
centers. While getting treated, they themselves
and their dependents can receive the
necessary support, undergo physical and
mental rehabilitation, receive vocational training
programs and be part of reintegration programs
that are linked to the continuum of care
interventions. If they are willing, they can even
get trained to become volunteer drug wardens.
In order to effectively carry out its treatment
services, in cooperation with the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, the Rehabilitation
Department was established on 30 January 2018.
Three (3) rehabilitation centers were handed over to
the Ministry under the guidance of CCDAC in
February 2019.

Elimination Museum are being provided for the
students and teachers from basic education school,
with the participation of 486 people.

Furthermore, the Public Awareness Education
Committee is also carrying out its awareness
campaign in partnership with the five (5)
sectors of the Information Department, social
media,
magazine
agencies,
social
communication and State of Mind Operations
Department. They also have a strong
partnership with the youth awareness sector,
AHEAD and MANA in carrying out its drug
awareness campaign.
In order to raise community awareness on the
dangers of drugs, the Public Relations and
Psychological Welfare Directorate Office is carrying
out its activities through monthly television short
programs, and songs in Myanmar Military Television
Centers 1 and 2, and Myawaddi and Yadanar Bon
Information Centers. Around 4740 news, 149 short
stories, 1501 songs, and 19 programs were
broadcasted in August 2020.

Awareness Campaign

As the CCDAC is carrying out its awareness
campaign with the relevant ministries, the
Ministry of Education is collaborating with it in
implementing the student and youth awareness
campaign on narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances. The lesson on the dangers of drug
use is not only taught in school but is also
included in the education awareness campaign
for outofschool youth and the youth education
program for basic level as well.
During the current year 2020, drug abuse control
awareness campaign and study tours to Drug
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Substance Use Prevention Taskforce Training by
AHEAD

continued on page 57
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Myanmar Implements Varied
Drug Prevention Activities
Central Committee on Peace with the President as the
Chairperson. It is striving to secure a nationwide
ceasefire agreement by holding Union Level Peace
Conference and 21st Century Panglong Conference to
have political dialogues with all parties concerned.

Happy and Healthy Journey Training by AHEAD

Although Myanmar has made an allout effort in
combating narcotic drugs using its own resources as
well as through cooperation with the international
community, the country is still facing constraints and
challenges. However, Myanmar will continue to try its
best to face and overcome these constraints and
challenges by adopting plans and programs that
conform to the country’s reality.

Conclusion

The drug issue is a global matter. It is a
growing problem especially in armed conflict
areas. Expansion of the problem from these
areas to other parts of the country can have a
negative
impact
on
the
country’s
development. Young people who are using
drugs pose a big threat to the future of the
country.
During the meeting with the Central
Committee for Drug Abuse Control conducted
on 31st May 2018, the President of Myanmar
said, “Escalated drug use among youths in
States and Regions of Myanmar is being
recognized as it can ruin the lives of the
youths of the future. Reducing and
eradicating the drug menace should be a
national duty."

Drug use prevention education activities in Yangon

The problem of narcotic drugs is intrinsically
linked to ethnic armed conflicts. Thus, in order to
attain peace within the country by reducing armed
conflicts, Myanmar has formed a Union Level
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Singapore’s Central Narcotics Bureau Launches New PDE
Publications and Media Campaigns Supporting Regional and
International Advocacy

S

ingapore has kept its drug situation under
control but still faces challenges on the
local, regional and international fronts. In 2019,
the lead agency for preventive drug education
(PDE) in Singapore, Central Narcotics Bureau
(CNB) introduced new PDE publications to
reach out to students, educators, counsellors
and parents, and launched an ambient
marketing campaign to engage youths and
public to learn about the harmful effects of

cannabis. CNB also coorganised a drug
prevention workshop with the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), and
supported the National Council Against Drug
Abuse (NCADA) in the Council’s Media
Campaign High.SG and inaugural joint
conference with World Federation Against
Drugs (WFAD) APFADWFAD @ Singapore
2019.

PDE Publications for students, educators, counsellors and educators

New PDE Publications

CNB produced three (3) new PDE publications
to reach out to different target audiences.
To engage Secondary School students,
CNB collaborated with two (2) youth illustrators
to conceptualise and produce a comic book,
“Captain Drug Buster vs. Dr. Wacko: The First
Encounter” that illustrates the harmful effects of
cannabis. CNB also worked with a Polytechnic
graduate to develop an activity book for preschoolers (aged 5 and 6) and lower Primary
School students (aged 7 and 8). “Captain Drug
Buster & Dr. Wacko: The Origin” book serves as
an educational resource for parents and
ATCPDE Bulletin . December 2020 . Page 58

educators to engage young children on the
topic of drugs through storytelling and simple
activities such as colouring, matching and word
search. This is the first time CNB goes further
upstream to produce such a publication for the
very young. Both the comic book and activity
book are extensions of CNB’s first illustrated
book “Captain Drug Buster vs. Dr Wacko: The
Final Showdown” that was launched in
December 2018 for lower Primary School
students.
CNB has produced a new cannabis
information booklet to serve as an allencompassing resource on cannabis for
educators, counsellors and parents.
continued on page 59
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Singapore’s Central Narcotics Bureau Launches New PDE
Publications and Media Campaigns Supporting Regional and
International Advocacy

Claw machine installation of the ‘Horrors of the Cannabeast’ Ambient Marketing Campaign

Ambient Marketing Campaign:
The Horrors of the Cannabeast
In December 2019, CNB commissioned The Horrors of
the Cannabeast claw machine installation which is
based on the concept of the UFO catcher arcade game
to illustrate the harmful effects of cannabis, deterring
youths from trying cannabis at the spur of the moment.
The installation was placed at various Institutes of Higher
Learning (IHLs) and selected youth-centric public spaces
from December 2019 to February 2020, to trigger a
thought-provoking process amongst youths.
Check out the publicity video by scanning this QR code.

continued on page 60
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Singapore’s Central Narcotics Bureau Launches New PDE
Publications and Media Campaigns Supporting Regional and
International Advocacy

NCADA Media Campaign High.SG poster and dialogue session with youths

NCADA Media Campaign
CNB
supported
NCADA’s
media
campaign High.SG which seeks to create
awareness about the costs of drug abuse
and
engage
young
people
in
conversations
to
correct
their
misperceptions about drug abuse. The
campaign features an interactive antidrug short film by award winning
Singapore director, Royston Tan, that
follows the journey of the main
protagonist and allows viewers to make
choices on his behalf to uncover the
various endings and possibilities within
the storyline. From January to February

2020, the film and several drug-related
topics were discussed through exclusive
soft launch screenings and SafeZone
Dialogues with 5,300 youths across
different IHLs and the Singapore National
Youth Council. Beyond the film and
dialogues, there were also efforts to
amplify the preventive drug message and
impact of drug abuse through various
media channels until the campaign
ended in May/June 2020.

continued on page 61
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Singapore’s Central Narcotics Bureau Launches New PDE
Publications and Media Campaigns Supporting Regional and
International Advocacy
Regional and International Advocacy
In September 2019, CNB coorganised a
drug prevention workshop with the
UNODC to train 36 officials from 18
countries in ASEAN, South Asia and
Pacific Islands, covering evidencebased
PDE
programmes
and
different
approaches for evaluation of programme
effectiveness. The participants also
visited CNB HQ, during which CNB
shared on Singapore’s drug control
strategy and various PDE programmes.
Participants of drug prevention workshop coorganised with UNODC

In November 2019, CNB also supported NCADA
in organising the 3rd APFAD and inaugural joint
conference with WFAD, APFADWFAD @
Singapore 2019, to share best practices in drug
prevention strategies and community engagement
among international NGOs to achieve a common
drugfree vision for our children. The twoday
forum was attended by 159 participants, among
which 42 are foreigners from various NGOs.

GuestofHonour Mrs Josephine Teo, Minister
for Manpower and Second Minister for Home
Affairs, with representatives from the NCADA,
WFAD, Director CNB, Deputy Commissioner
(Policy & Transformation) of Singapore Prison
Service, and forum speakers
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Thailand Issues Guidelines for Drug Control
in Workplaces in Industrial Estates
Background

Goal

n response to the Prime
IChanOCha's
Minister
General
Prayut
order to control

The ultimate goal of the 3year
MoU is to develop the industrial
estates’ workers’ drug resistance
skills throughout Thailand. The
goal is divided into 3 phases, as
follows:

drug use among workplaces
in industrial estates, the Office
of the Narcotics Control Board
(ONCB) in collaboration with
nine (9) related parties,
including Industrial Estate
Authority of Thailand, Office of
the Permanent Secretary for
Interior,
Department
of
Provincial
Administration,
Office of the Permanent
Secretary
for
Labour,
Department
of
Labour
Protection and Welfare, Office
of the Permanent Secretary
for Public Health, Department
of
Medical
Services,
Department
of
Industrial
Works, and the Royal Thai
Police,
has
signed
a
Memorandum
of
Understanding on Industrial
Estate Cooperation Against
Drugs in 2019.

1) Phase 1: 20% of workers are
instilled with sense of self
protection from illicit drugs and
developed
their
drug
resistance skills.
2) Phase 2: 40% of workers
continue to develop their drug
resistance skills and there will
be antidrug leaders in the
workplaces
in
industrial
estates.
3) Phase 3: 40% of workers
developed
their
drug

resistance skills and a drug
prevention and monitoring
system in the workplace was
set up.
Guidelines for Drug Control in
Workplaces in Industrial
Estates
ONCB has studied, analyzed and
synthesized the information from
related documents and site visit
to workplaces in industrial
estates. Then, these information
guided the development of the
guidelines for drug control in the
workplaces in industrial estates,
as follows:
1. Observe workers’ behavior
and advise them not to get
involved with drugs
The workers’ behavior should be

The MoU will remain in effect for
a period of 3 years. During this
period, the relevant parties will
work together in conducting drug
prevention
campaigns
in
workplaces in industrial estates
and encouraging their workers to
set up their own drug control
system. These initiatives aim to
develop and strengthen the
workers’ drug resistance skills,
reduce the number of new drug
users among workers, and
increase the number of drug
free areas (save zone).

continued on page 63
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Thailand Issues Guidelines for Drug Control
in Workplaces in Industrial Estates
observed and they should be
provided with annual health
checkup
which
includes
substance abuse detection.
Moreover, a counselling clinic
should be set up in workplaces in
order to advice workers who
suffer from life problems and are
more likely to use drugs. The
clinic can also promote drug
prevention and advise workers
not to get involved with drugs.
Furthermore, the clinic can assist
workers who are using drugs to
mitigate
the
negative
consequences of their drug use
and seek help.
2. Provide an opportunity for
workers who are using drugs
to seek help and be treated if
needed
In cases where workers are
found to be using drugs, a
system for referral, treatment
and rehabilitation should be
readily available. They should be
encouraged to avail of these
services. Also, it is crucial for the
workplace to provide continuing
support after recovery. Job
opportunities should be provided
to rehabilitated drug users. This
will enable them to further
enhance their vocational skills,
support their family, raise their
selfesteem, and prevent them
from having a relapse.
3. Improve workers’ quality of
life through useful activities
The workplace should provide
useful activities for their workers
to improve
workers’ quality of
life such as:
• Enhancing workers’ skills for

increasing income to cover their
family’s expenses;
• Encouraging workers to live
sufficiently, save money, and use
resources judiciously;
•
Providing
sports
and
recreational activities for workers
after working hours to keep them
relaxed
and
healthy;
and
• Promoting moral and ethical
activities such as religious
activities,
Mangrove
Forest
planting, plastic bag reducing
campaign, and others. These
activities can also raise public
awareness.
4. Monitor drug use among
workers
Everyone in the workplace
should take part in monitoring
drug use and preventing their
colleagues from getting involved
with
drugs.
Furthermore,
everyone should cooperate with
authorities when requested and
report drug tip through ONCB’s
Drug Tip Line at 1386.

cooperation as well as review the
provincial Work Plan that has
been
formulated
as
the
implementation guideline for drug
prevention in industrial estates.
The
provincial
operational
working network and cooperation
between
workplaces
and
government agencies on drug
control in workplaces in industrial
estates
have
also
been
established.
The ONCB Regional Offices
have played an important role in
helping the industrial estates'
staff understand the operational
guidelines,
improve
the
competencies
of
antidrug
leaders in the workplaces, and
monitor the MoU implementation
in the provincial level. Meanwhile,
the ONCB’s Demand Reduction
Bureau
has
continuously
provided educational materials,
and shared
knowledge, and
information on workplacebased
drug
prevention
among
concerned agencies.

5. Establish drug prevention
networks
among
the
workplaces
Drug prevention networks among
the workplaces are expected to
be established for sharing
information and knowledge on all
aspects of the drug problem in
order
to
synergize
drug
prevention efforts.
To achieve the goals of the MoU,
ONCB has organized meeting
with concerned parties in order to
strengthen their participation and
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Viet Nam Holds Signing Ceremony of
the Cooperation Program 20202025

L

ast July 14, 2020, a Signing Ceremony of the
Cooperation Program between the Supreme
People’s Court (SPC) and the National
Committee for AIDS, Drugs and Prostitution
Prevention (NCADPP) was held in Hanoi, Viet
Nam.
Attending the signing ceremony were the
Secretary of the Party Central Committee,
Secretary of the Party Personnel Committee,
Chief Justice of the Supreme People's Court
Nguyen Hoa Binh; Deputy Prime Minister Vu
Duc Dam, Chairman of National Committee for
AIDS, Drugs and Prostitution Prevention and
Control; Vice Chairmen of National Committee:
Minister of Public Security To Lam, Minister of
Labor, Invalids and Social Affairs Dao Ngoc
Dung, Acting Minister of Health Nguyen Thanh
Long, Vice Chairman of Vietnam Fatherland

Front Central Committee Truong Thi Ngoc Anh,
representatives of concerned ministries and
agencies; and
numerous guests from
international organizations.
The program aims to strengthen the
coordination, leadership innovation, and
direction between the Supreme People's Court
and the National Committee for AIDS, Drugs
and Prostitution Prevention and Control. This is
to improve the effectiveness of prevention
programs for AIDS, drugs and prostitution.
Moreover, it is important to effectively mobilize,
manage, and use available resources.
Accordingly,
the
program
includes
information and propaganda, dissemination and
education in a timely and effective manner. The
guidelines of the Party, policies and laws of the
State and other activities were also shared to

Chief Justice of the Supreme People's Court Nguyen Hoa Binh speaks at the Signing Ceremony
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Viet Nam Holds Signing Ceremony of
the Cooperation Program 20202025
raise awareness and promote the role of party
committees, authorities and people in the fight
against AIDS, drugs and prostitution in the new
situation.

Deputy Prime Minister Vu Duc Dam praised
the Supreme People's Court in recent years for
actively coordinating with the Government in
drafting laws and documents that guide the

Deputy Prime Minister Vu Duc Dam speaking at the signing ceremony

At the same time, the program creates a
regular coordination mechanism and promotes
the role of the standing bodies of the National
Committee for AIDS, Drug and Prostitution
Prevention and Control and the Supreme
People's Court in the process of implementing
tasks. Speaking at the signing ceremony,
Deputy Prime Minister Vu Duc Dam, Chairman
of the National Committee for AIDS, Drugs and
Prostitution Prevention and Control believed
that the coordination program would help AIDS
prevention and control. There have been
advances in drug and prostitution prevention
efforts through the years.

administrative handling of drug abusers,
managing detoxification establishments, and
compulsory drugs, and removing obstacles for
localities.
The Deputy Prime Minister emphasized that
the acceptance of drug-related and prostitutionrelated cases is an effective propaganda
measure for the prevention and control of drug
and prostitution.
The Deputy Prime Minister requested
functional agencies to apply creatively and
flexibly international experiences on AIDS, drug
and prostitution prevention into Vietnam's
practice. It means looking at drug users,
continued on page 66
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prostitutes, and HIVinfected people as sick and
as victims while at the same time doing their
best to ensure the right to a peaceful life of the
majority of the people. The coordination
program will develop and pilot models of
support, social counseling, legal aid and referral
for people participating in drug detoxification
program with the participation of the Court, and
support for drug treatment. All these initiatives
aim to strengthen the connection among the
judicial, law enforcement, health, and social
agencies to support and supervise drug
dependents, and help them comply with
treatment and effective detoxification.
At the same time, there are exchanges and
provision of information on the situation of drug
users; people with HIV; and persons proposed
by courts to consider decisions on application of
compulsory
detoxification
measures.
Information exchange will also cover the
number of documents not recommended for
compulsory detoxification; the work of
adjudicating cases on drugs, prostitution,

human trafficking, in service of the direction and
administration, as well as making proposals,
and appropriate policies.
In addition, the two sides coordinated the
training and capacity building for judges in the
enforcement of the law on adjudication of drug
and prostitution cases in order to strictly handle
crimes. Measures are taken to protect victims in
the course of adjudicating trafficking cases for
the purpose of prostitution, especially for child
victims. Also, there will be inter-sectoral
delegations to inspect and survey the
implementation of the Coordination Program in
localities and units in order to promptly remove
difficulties and obstacles in the implementation
process. Assessment will be done during the
preliminary work and during the entire process.
This will sum up the coordination between the
National Committee and the Supreme People's
Court that will enable them to draw from their
experience and build specific content of
coordination in accordance with the practical
situation.
continued on page 67
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The coordination works to ensure the
accuracy and timeliness of the policies of the
Party and the policies and laws of the State. It
will also help ensure consistency among
functions, duties and powers; adhere to political
mission requirements; suit conditions and
resources; and clearly define the responsibilities
of each agency, especially agencies, focal units
and coordination mechanisms that are crucial in
implementing the tasks.
Collaborative activities are carried out
regularly in various forms, richness, timeliness,
substance, efficiency, and focus, considering
the current context of AIDS, drugs, prostitution,
and other social evils. These prevention
activities maximize the potential and available
resources of the parties.
It is known that the coordination program
was concretized as well as integrated into the
annual work plan; periodic inspection,
preliminary review, review and evaluation of

results, and directions and tasks in accordance
with practical requirements.
For 2020  2025, the two sides will
coordinate with functional agencies to improve
mechanisms, policies and laws on the
prevention and control of AIDS, drugs, and
prostitution.
Research and development, as well as
amended and supplemental legal documents
are being done in order to assist localities in
managing people with drug dependence and
sending them to compulsory detoxification
establishments. There are also execution of
compulsory detoxification decisions; as well as
coordination to study and propose amendments
and supplements to the Law on Drug
Prevention and Control, the Law on HIV / AIDS
Prevention, and the Law on Handling
Administrative Violations. Lastly, there is a
proposal to study and formulate a Law on
Prostitution Prevention and Control.

Minister of Labor, War Invalids and Social Affairs Dao Ngoc Dung and Chief Justice of the Supreme
People's Court Nguyen Hoa Binh presented the minutes after signing the Coordination Program
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U

ndoubtedly, the COVID19 crisis
has taken us by surprise. Many
of us have been hit hard causing us
to go offtrack for a while.
It
disrupted our plans and has
tremendously affected our way of
life. It challenged our current
mechanisms and practices for doing
prevention work and pushed us to
reimagine, rethink and redesign our
prevention strategies.
With the cancellation of inperson
activities and the various restrictions
imposed in various countries, there
is no way but to rely on the virtual
platform or do a blended modality. In
countries with limited or manageable
number of cases where the
conventional mode remains feasible,
there is still a move to maximize the
use of available technology. The
need to combine conventional with
virtual modes of delivering programs
is emerging as the norm. This
radical
and
essential
change
requires a major mind shift. It
necessitates reimagining the way we
do things and rethinking how to
make our systems and processes
resilient, innovative, and adaptive.
Indeed, every crisis presents a
window of opportunity and a wide
array of possibilities. It gives us a
fresh starting point from which we
can chart our mission anew.
It
provides us with a chance to create
more value and revisit our strategies
to best equip our people, especially
the young generation, to be healthy
and drugfree in a postpandemic
world.
Let us not allow this crisis to shake
our spirit, and weaken our resolve.
Instead, let us make it a driving force
in reshaping the drug prevention
landscape. Together, we need to
focus on realistic possibilities and
grounded perspectives. We need to
continuously
learn
from
our
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authentic experiences. Our region
remains committed to our vision.
Amidst this challenging situation,
our united goal and passion will
guide us to:
1. continue to provide a platform for
sharing online and offline tools and
resources for prevention
2. continue to build capacity in
planning, developing, monitoring,
evaluating,
and
sustaining
prevention interventions delivered
through conventional means, virtual
platform, or in combination
3. explore more ways to harness
and
maximize
dynamic
yet
customizable
technology
for
prevention initiatives
As we continue to find ways to
sustain our collective efforts, our
region remains:
AAdaptive
TThriving
CCommitted
PPurposeful
DDriven
EEngaged
Rest assured that the ATCPDE will
embrace this challenge and will
continue to keep moving forward. In
this dark moment, let us make our
united vision and passion for
prevention shine through. Onward,
ASEAN! Let us not fail to serve our
people in the region. Maraming
salamat!

